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Ukrainian Pavilion wins best managed 
prize at Heritage Days — See Page 8 


Yanukovych 


confirmed as PM 


(RFE/RL)—Lawmakers in the 
Ukrainian parliament have finally 
put an end to Ukraine’s four-month 
political impasse, voting to approve 
Viktor Yanukovych as prime minis- 
ter, Aug. 4. 

Speaking just before the vote, 
Yanukovych — who has experi- 
enced a remarkable political come- 
back since his defeat to pro-West- 
erm Viktor Yushchenko in the 2004 
Orange Revolution — vowed to 
work to unite a Ukraine riven by 
discord: 

"І am confident that this govern- 
ment will be efficient, effective, pro- 
fessional and responsible,” he said. 

The vote, which the 56-year-old 
Yanukovych won with the backing 
of 271 of the 450 deputies in parlia- 
ment, came one day after Yush- 
chenko swallowed his pride and en- 
dorsed the candidacy of Yanuko- 
vych, his political archrival. 

As the onetime foes prepared to 
forge a political partnership, one 
Ukrainian lawmaker joked, 
“They're both named Viktor — 
surely they can get along.” People 
who are eager to see Kyiv get a 
working government certainly hope 
that’s the case. 

The two Viktors on Aug. 3 signed 
a so-called “universal” — a decla- 
ration of national unity that Yush- 
chenko hopes will show skeptics 
that Ukraine remains on a Westward 
course despite the ascent of the pro- 
Russia Yanukovych to the 
premiership. 


Publication Mail Agreement 
#40007679, paid at Edmonton, 
Alberta. PAP Number: 08935 


We acknowledge the assistance of 
the Government of Canada through 
the Publications Assistance Program 
toward our mailing costs. 


Canada 


In a televised interview that 
evening, Yushchenko told reporters 
that the compromise is the best way 
to ensure that the visions of Ukrai- 
nians in both the east and west are 
met. 

“Imagine if the Orange coalition 
installed its prime minister and built 
the entire vertical structure of gov- 
ernment,” Yushchenko ‘said, refer- 
ring to the would-be grouping of Or- 
ange Revolution allies which col- 
lapsed amid infighting in July. 

“Tn the eastern regions of Ukraine, 
people will believe that something 
is not right, not fair. This is the feel- 
ing of a segment that is ambitious 
and has many views on how to solve 
Ukraine’s fate, but they are not be- 
ing allowed to govern.” 

The national-unity declaration 
does affirm the desire to pursue 
Ukrainian integration with the Eu- 
ropean Union, NATO, and the World 
Trade Organization. It also calls for 
continued reforms and efforts to 
fight corruption. 

But it also makes concessions to- 
ward those in the east who favor in- 
stalling Russian alongside Ukrai- 
nian as an official state language. 
The document refers to Ukrainian 
as the state language, but includes a 
vow to guarantee the right to “freely 
use” Russian. 

The declaration, however, is not 
legally binding. But if Yushchenko’s 
Our Ukraine and Yanukovych’s 
Party of Regions finalize a coalition 
deal, it is likely the declaration will 
form its basis. In that instance, it will 
gain some legal force. 

The two parties have taken pre- 
liminary steps toward a coalition 
that would also include the Social- 
ists and the Communists, whose 
party leaders also signed the na- 
tional-unity “universal.” 

That coalition would exclude the 
bloc of Yuliya Tymoshenko. The 
former Orange Revolution heroine 
refused to sign the accord, calling it 
an “empty document.” 

“For me, the declaration of prin- 
ciples, whatever has been written 
there, is a capitulation before forces 
that have been allowed to come 
back, and that date back to the time 
of [former President Leonid] 

Kuchma,” she said. 

Yanukovych’s confirmation 
brings Ukraine nearly to the close 
of the four-month impasse that fol- 
lowed parliamentary elections in 
which no party won an outright ma- 
jority. The anticipated end to 
Ukraine’s political torpor has 
sparked a range of emotions. 

In Ukraine’s Russian-speaking 
east, Yanukovych’s rise from the 
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Traditional wedding returns 


The reenactment of a traditional Ukrainian wedding, first performed at Canada’s National Ukrainian Festival 
in Dauphin last year, was brought back again this year and proved even more popular. Canada’s National 
Ukrainian Festival choir helped present several ancient rituals including the maiden evening, the unplaiting of 
the bride’s hair, the blessing of the couple and the wedding reception. For more see Page 9 of this issue. 


Універсал національної 
єдності підписано 


Вікторія Сюмар, Голос Америки, 03, 08, 2006 

В Україні таки підписали універсал національної 
єдності під час засідання круглого столу. Підписаний 
варіант суттєво відрізняється від запропонованого 
Ющенком вперше, однак президент вірить у його 
дієвисть. На цьому ж засідання лідерка БЮТ Юлія 
Тимошенко заявила про перехід в опозицію. 

«Шановні пані та панове! Розпочинаємо церемо- 
нію підписання універсалу національної єдності. 
Універсал національної єдності від фракції Кому- 
ністичної партії України підписує Петро Симо- 
ненко». 

Круглий стіл та підписання універсалу планували 
подією урочистою. Однак, ризикнувши на пряму 
трансляцію цього дійства, без казусів не обійшлося. 
Оптимістичний настрій Президента Ющенка зовсім 
не поділяла його помаранчева соратниця Юлія 
Тимошенко, яка прямо заявила, що в остаточному 
варіанті універсалу Ющенко здав всі принципові 
позиції: 

«По-перше, я поклала поряд універсал, який був 
розданий нам на першому круглому столі, і по-друге, 
я поклала універсал, який зараз нам роздали. В пунк- 
ті, який стосується мови в першому варіанті - єдиної 
державної української мови. В цьому варіанті, який 
зараз нам планується підписати, слово «єдина дер- 
жавна українська мова» сором'язливо десь там заті- 
рялося в чорнобильських коридорах. Наступне пи- 
тання, яке з'явилося і якого не було в першому ва- 
ріанті - це питання Єдиного економічного простору, 
так званого ЄЕП. Я пам'ятаю абсолютно чітку 
позицію президента, що мова йшла про вступ до 
НАТО. Зараз, в цьому документі, абсолютно чітко 
виписане формулювання Партії регіонів, що 
стосується НАТО після референдуму». 

Реакція Ющенка була дуже різкою. На очах всієї 
країни він мало не довів Тимошенко до сліз, звину- 


вативши її у небажанні працювати над універсалом 
та назвавши її промовою демагогією: 

«Ми зустрічаємо п'ятнадцяті роковини 1 тішимся 
тим, що в нас була проблема мови, ну хай 1 буде така 
проблема мови. Ніколи не піднімалося питання 
об'єднавчих процесів православ'я, Бог з ним, нехай 
і не піднімають». 

Зате Янукович був на диво ввічливим та позитив- 
но налаштованим до Ющенка. І це головне варження 
від круглого столу, який завершився підписанням 
універсалу. 

Не приховував своєї радості та посмішки і Олек- 
сандр Мороз: 

«В універсалі сконцентрований перелік проблем 
i шляхів їх вирішення. Можливо, життя щось ско- 
регує. І основне, цим шляхом треба йти і давайте 
будемо йти». 

Певні застереження щодо універсалу знайшлися 
хіба що у комуніста Симоненка, однак, це не зава- 
дило йому універсал підписати і залишитися у владі. 

Тепер влада в Україні представлятиме собою та- 
кий собі мікс з потужних бізнесменів сходу, націонал 
патріотів із заходу, відверто проросійських комуніс- 
тів та колись помаранчевих соціалістів на чолі з 
Президентом Ющенком, який став президентом зав- 
дяки революції, та двічі судимим раніше прем'єром, 
якого під час революції звинувачували у грубих 
фальсифікаціях та інших злочинах. 

Тепер питання лише у юридичних процедурах. Чи 
буде універсал програмою дій нової коаліції, чи буде 
повторне оголошення про цю коаліцію, та коли 
Янукович нарешті сяде в прем'єрське крісло. Те, що 
українцям доведеться знову звикати до слово- 
сполучення прем'єр-міністр України Віктор Януко- 
вич, сумнівів не виникає, навіть, після заяв багатьох 
нашоукраїнців про принципове небажання голо- 
сувати за цього кандидата. 
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Кияни про рішення 
Президента Ющенка 


Оксана Лігостова, Голос Америки, 03/08/2006 
В Україні обговорюють головну подію дня - 


| подання Віктора Януковича на посаду прем'єр-мі- 


ністра. Серед прихильників біло-голубих і помаран- 
чевих панують кардинально протилежні настрої: в 
той час, як перші торжествують, другі - шоковані і 
обурені. 

Звістка про те, що Ющенко подав кандидатуру 
Януковича, приголомшила киян. Новину - i очіку- 
вану, і несподівану воднораз - обговорюють 
емоційно: 

- Боже, ну це така дурниця. Зимою, на морозі я, 
мої діти стояли, щоб оце так плюнути, подати тепер 
того Януковича, щоб оці Ахметови знову були при 
владі, знову ці Кучми. Ну це так плюнути... Я вчора 
не спала до другої ночі, поки він щось скаже. А те, 
що вранці встали і почули, це взагалі жах. 

- Та, відчуття такі, що вони в законі тепер. Настала 
епоха. У Мережковського є така праця - «Грядущий 
хам», це мова була про 17 рік, але він ніби дивився 
далі в майбутнє... 

- Я була учасницею помаранчевої революції, тому 
для мене це просто шок. Я була дуже впевнена, що 
буде розпуск парламенту, і сподівалася на це. Але 
будемо жити - життя продовжується, будемо 
працювати на помаранчеву Україну. 

- Ганьба, ганьба і ще раз ганьба. Вийшло так, що 
цим своїм кроком Ющенко фактично відбілює 
Януковича, який має сумнівну репутацію в міжна- 
родних колах. Наслідки цього кроку будуть трагічні. 
Тому що коли ця, вибачте, свора вчепиться за владу, 
вже її від неї не відняти. 

- У те, що постать Януковича зможе об'єднати 
Україну, у помаранчевій столиці мало хто вірить: 

- Може, скоріше буде поєднання Сходу із Заходом. 


Один звідти, другий звідти, може, воно коли-небудь 
1 наладиться жизнь, скільки ж ми будемо жити отак, 
як живемо січас, без защіти, без нічого. Може, воно 
трошки шось - Янукович відси, той відти, то щось, 
може й получиться наконец. 

- Як він може бути прем'єром, якщо він не може 
зустрітись зі студентами там, де в нього яйцями 
кидали. Ну як він об'єднає Україну? 

- Це ілюзорне об'єднання. Тимчасове, підле, нещире. 

- Об'єднатись за допомогою Партії регіонів не 
вийде. А на Бога будемо сподіватись і молитись. 
Може, він допоможе. 

І вже зовсім ніхто не вірить у те, що Янукович, 
прийшовши до влади, буде виконувати підписаний з 
Ющенком універсал: 

- Вінбуде виконувать те, що йому треба. Для чого 
він так рвався до власті. Тому що він хотів робить 
те, що він хоче робить. 

- Та ні. Тимошенко вірно каже, що вони зараз 
пообіцяють, вони зараз гарні, аби тільки підписати. 
А коли подасть на прем'єр-міністра, то все повер- 
неться і буде все як було. Всі Ахметови будуть роз- 
крадати знову державу, а вчителі, освіта будемо 
нищі, голодні і бідні. 

- Папірець, який ще на цей момент не підписаний 
— Koro доля взагалі проблематична. Чи можна вірити 
особам, які його підписали, - теж. 

Кияни налаштовані песимістично. Сьогоднішній 
день вони вважають остаточною крапкою, 
поставленою на надіях Майдану: 

- Прикро, що стільки було зламано списів, щоб 
знову повернутися туди ж, звідки починали. 

- У помаранчеві коаліції зібралися зрадники. Мо- 
роз раз і Ющенко два. І тому вона розвалена, і всі 
ідеї Майдану пішли димом. 


Янукович відправив Ющенка на третє місце 


(Українська правда/Інтерфакс-Україна)- Майже 
половина опитаних українців (48.5%) не згодні 3 
тим, що трансляція загальнонаціонального "круг- 
лого столу" посприяла зближенню позицій громадян 
України. 

Про це свідчать результати опитування, про- 
веденого 3-5 серпня Інститутом соціальної і полі- 
тичної психології АПН України в рамках "Моні- 
торингу суспільно-політичної ситуації в Україні". 

Відповідно до досліджень, з такою думкою пого- 
дилися - 17,4% опитаних. Більше всього незгодних 
- на Сході (65,2%). 

45% респондентів вважають, що загальнонаціо- 
нальний "круглий стіл" віддалив позиції його учас- 
ників (найчастіше така думка висловлювалася на 
Сході - 62,7%), тільки 11,796 опитаних вважають, 
що він їх зблизив. 

Інші опитані не змогли визначитися з цього питан- 
ня (40%) або обрали варіант відповіді "мені це 
байдуже" (3,290). 

Теза президента України про те, що підсумковий 
документ "круглого столу" - Універсал національної 
єдності, - є важливим для нації документом, більш- 
менш підтримують 32,5 % опитаних, не підтримують 
- 33,7%. 

Не змогли визначитися 28,390; заявили, що їм це 
байдуже, - 9,990. У Центрі України частина респон- 
дентів, що вважають Універсал важливим для нації 


документом, складає 50,8%; на Заході - 45,390; на 
Півдні - 33,696; на Сході - 21,4%. 

Понад 33% опитаних більш-менш схвально 
поставилися до заяви Тимошенко про те, що вона 
цілком підтримує, але не підпише Універсал. У 
регіональному розрізі відповіді на підтримку цієї 
заяви розподілилися так: Захід - 48,6%; Центр - 
40,7 %; Південь - 32,2%; Схід - 17,2%. 

Більш-менш різку незгоду з заявою Тимошенко 
взагалі по Україні висловили близько 38% опи- 
таних. Інші не змогли визначитися (22,7 % ) або від- 
повіли, що їм це байдуже (6,192). 

Респонденти, що дивилися (слухали) "круглий 
стіл" або його фрагменти (46,79), найчастіше 
солідарні з позиціями, висловленими Віктором 
Януковичем (понад 32%) і Петром Симоненком 
(близько 30% ). 

Позиції, що відстоювала Юлія Тимошенко, одер- 
жали схвальний відгук у 21%. З позиціями Віктора 
Ющенко й Олександра Мороза згодні приблизно по 
18% опитаних. При цьому підтримка позицій 
учасників "круглого столу" чітко поляризується за 
регіональними ознаками. 

По квотній вибірці, що представляє доросле 
населення України у віці від 18 років i більше, 
опитані 1257 респондентів у 225 населених пунктах, 
з яких 105 - міські, 120 - сільські. Похибка вибірки 
складає 2,890. 


Янукович придумав, як контролювати Луценка 


(Українська правда) Прем'єр Віктор Янукович 
головною задачею МВС ставить реформування 
міністерства. 

Про це він сказав під час представлення міністра 
внутрішніх справ Юрія Луценка, 7-го серпня. 

Янукович зазначив, що потрібно випрацювати 
єдине рішення щодо реформи правоохоронних 
органів та служби міграції з врахуванням євро- 
пейського досвіду. 

"Цей шлях ми повинні пройти найближчим часом 
спільно з Верховною Радою", - наголосив він. 

Янукович також наголосив, що найближчим 
часом при Кабміні буде створено структуру, що 
координуватиме співпрацю Кабміну з Minicrep— 
ством внутрішніх справ. 

" Ми будемо розширювати в рамках повноважень 
Кабміну структуру, яка буде займатись 1 фактично 
створювати перехідну модель майбутньої співпраці 
Кабінету міністрів i Міністерства внутрішніх 


справ", - наголосив він. 

"Ми з вами відпрацюємо модель стосунків Каб-- 
міну i МВС. Я хотів би, Юрій Віталійович, щоб ви 
разом зі мною відпрацювали таку модель підрозділу, 
який буде в Кабміні співпрацювати з МВС, і далі 
ми відпрацюємо таку модель стосунків, при яких 
Кабмін буде володіти ситуацією в державі, в кож- 
ному регіоні", - наголосив Янукович. 

"Сподіваюсь, що почнеться конструктивна 
співпраця Кабміну i MBC", - наголосив він. 

Під час засідання Янукович також розповів "про 
свій досвід стосунків з правоохоронними органами". 

"У мене є в житті досвід стосунків з право- 
охоронними органами. Мені вдалося таким чином і 
ситуацію вивчити, і людей. Я бачу багато тут 
знайомих облич в залі, але і багато в нових. Будемо 
знайомитись. Будемо працювати", - сказав він, але 
не уточнив, про який саме досвід йшлося. 
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Tymoshenko opts for opposition 


(RFE/RL) — Yuliya Tymoshenko, head of the eponymous political bloc, 
said after the signing of a declaration of national unity in Kyiv on Augusi 
3 by the Party of Regions, Our Ukraine, the Socialist Party, the Commu- 
nist Party, and President Yushchenko that her force will remain in an “un- 
compromising opposition” to the ruling coalition, Ukrainian media re- 
ported. 

“For me, the declaration of principles, whatever has been written there, 
is a capitulation in front of forces that have been allowed to come back 
and date back to the time of [former] President [Leonid] Kuchma,” 
Tymoshenko said. 

“T believe that this absurdity will not survive for long, and that we will 


PHOTO — YULIYA TYMOSHENKO WEB SITE 


Round Table in session. 


Yanukovych confirmed as PM 


Cont. from P. 1 
ashes of the Orange Revolution has been met with sat- 
isfaction. 

“Maybe it was difficult for the president to make this 
decision, but I think this is a wise choice, and we agree 
with it,’ Lyuboy Chub, the deputy chairwoman of the 
Kharkiv branch of the Party of Regions, told RFE/RL’s 
Ukrainian Service. 

“A preelection campaign is one thing,” she added. 
“But when there is a threat that Ukraine could split apart, 
it become necessary to put personal ambitions and con- 
tradictions aside and move ahead and make decisions.” 

One Kharkiv man said the developments heralded a 
seismic shift in Ukraine’s political mindset. It would 
be only a matter of time, he said, before people in west- 
ern Ukraine would see Yanukovych as a political ad- 
versary. 

“In a year or two their opinion will be just the oppo- 
site,” he said. “It may be that Yanukovych will be even 
more popular there than he is here.” 

In western cities like Kyiv and Lviv, however, Ukrai- 
nians so far betray little sympathy for Yanukovych and 
his ilk. 

But they expressed equal anger with Yushchenko — 
a man they said had betrayed the thousands of people 
who had come out in force during the frigid winter 
weeks of the Orange Revolution to bring him to power. 

In Kyiv — whose Maydan (Independence) Square 
was the nerve center of the 2004 public protests — 
Ukrainians were especially frustrated. 

“IT am not only disenchanted, I am offended,” one 
man told RFE/RL. “We never believed that Yushchenko 


would betray those who once voted for him. We ask 
that he come to the Maydan and explain why he did 
what he did. Not on television, but in person, on the 
Maydan. Why did he do this? Who needs it?” 

Outside Ukraine, however, the overriding sentiment 
appeared to be relief that Ukrainian politicians had fi- 
nally put an end to the squabbles and personality clashes 
that have dominated the past four months. 

The U.S. State Department said on Aug, 3 it is pre- 
pared to work with Yanukovych, and praised him for 
abiding by the principles of free and fair elections in 
achieving his political comeback. 

Brussels likewise welcomed the breakthrough in 
Ukraine. European Commission spokesman Pietro 
Petrucci said the body was pleased to see the sides reach 
an agreement. | 

‘We, the commission, think that Ukraine [can have] 
a stable and reform-minded government and hope that 
the process of political and economical reforms will 
continue,” Petrucci said. 

Russia has yet to officially respond to Yanukovych’s 
nomination as prime minister. The development is no 
doubt pleasing to Moscow, which feared an Orange 
coalition in the Verkhovna Rada that would turn its back 
on Russia in favor of the West. 

But Yanukovych, despite his traditional ties with 
Russia, is not expected to be a completely compliant 
ally for Moscow. Yanukovych says Russia “is and will 
remain” a strategic partner for Ukraine — but that the 
most important issue for him is to mend the bitter di- 
vides within his own country. 

(КЕЕ/КІ, 5 Ukrainian Service, with agency reports) 


Rada approves new cabinet 


(RFE/RL)—The Verkhovna Rada on Aug. 4 ap- 
proved the composition of a new Cabinet of Ministers, 
Ukrainian media reported. 

The Party of Regions’ people in the cabinet are First 
Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister Mykola 
Azaroy, Deputy Prime Minister Andriy Klyuyev, 
Deputy Prime Minister Dmytro Tabachnyk, Deputy 
Prime Minister and Construction Minister Volodymyr 
Rybak, Minister for Ties with the Verkhovna Rada Ivan 
Tkalenko, Labor Minister Mykhaylo Papiyev, Environ- 
ment Minister Vasyl Dzharty, Coal Industry Minister 
Serhiy Tulub, Fuel and Energy Minister Yuriy Boyko, 
Economy Minister Volodymyr Makukha, and Minister 


of the Cabinet of Ministers Anatoliy Tolstoukhoy. 
The presidential quota in the Cabinet of Ministers is 
made up of Foreign Minister Borys Tarasyuk, Defense 
Minister Anatoliy Hrytsenko, Justice Minister Roman 
Zvarych, Family and Sports Minister Yuriy Pavlenko, 
Emergency Situations Minister Viktor Baloha, Culture 
Minister Ihor Likhovyy, Health Minister Yuriy 
Polyachenko, and Interior Minister Yuriy Lutsenko. 
The Socialist Party has Education Minister Stanislav 
Nikolayenko and Transport Minister Mykola 
Rudkovskyy, while the Communist Party has 
Agroindustrial Complex Minister Yuriy Melnyk and 
Industrial Policy Minister Anatoliy Holovko. 


Constitutional Court takes oath 


(RFE/RL)—The Verkhovna Rada on Aug. 4 elected 
five judges of the Constitutional Court, Ukrainian me- 
dia reported. 

The same day, 13 Constitutional Court judges — the 
five elected by the Verkhovna Rada on Aug. 4 as well 


Bush, Putin congratulate 


Yushchenko on new government 


(RFE/RL)—U.S. President George W. Bush has соп- 
gratulated Ukrainian President Yushchenko on the for- 
mation of Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych’s gov- 
ernment, Interfax-Ukraine reported on Aug. 7, quoting 
the Ukrainian presidential press service. 

Bush reportedly pledged in his message that the 
United States will continue to help Ukraine strengthen 
its sovereignty, democracy, and prosperity. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin telephoned 
Yushchenko on August 7 to congratulate him on the 
settlement of the political crisis in Ukraine with the 
formation of Prime Minister Yanukovych’s cabinet. 


as five elected by the Congress of Judges and three 
elected by President Viktor Yushchenko in November 
2005 — took the oath of office, thus unblocking the 
work of the court. 

The Constitutional Court remained inoperative since 
October 2005, when the term of former nine judges 
expired. The Verkhovna Rada refused to elect and swear 
in new judges over fears that President Yushchenko 
might use the Constitutional Court to overturn the con- 
stitutional reform adopted in December 2004. 

The Constitutional Court is composed of 18 judges; 
at least 12 judges are necessary to make it functional. 

The Verkhovna Rada on Aug. 4 also amended a law 
on the Constitutional Court, prohibiting the court from 
revising changes to the constitution adopted in Decem- 
ber 2004, Ukrainian media reported. 

The measure was supported by 274 lawmakers. 

The political reform of December 2004 limited pow- 
ers of the presidency in Ukraine in favor of the parlia- 
ment and prime minister. 

President Yushchenko has repeatedly indicated in the 
past that he is unhappy with the reform and would like 
to question its adoption in the Constitutional Court. 


er 


be an uncompromising opposition.” 


Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
Edmonton Branch 


coordially invites you to celebration of 


15th Anniversary 


of Ukraine’s Independence 


Sunday, August 27, 2006 at 2:30 p.m. 
Ukrainian Youth Unity Complex at 9615-153 Ave 


The program will include: 
- Greetings from dignitaries - Celebration of the 15th anniversary of 
Ukraine’s Independence in Kyiv on big screen " Main speaker 
— Mr. Lubomyr Markevych from Kyiv " Concert " Barbeque 


Tickets are: $10 or $12 at the door. Children under 12 are free. 
Tickets may be purchased from the Ukrainian Bookstore, Meest 
Alberta, Orbit or from the UCC, Edmonton Branch Board members. 


For additional information, please contact Svitlana Semenko at 471-2695. 


Міський відділ Конгресу 
Українців Канади в Кдмонтоні 


сердечно запрошує Вас на святкування 


15-тої річниці 


незалежності України 


27 серпня 2006 року о 2:30 пополудні 
в Домі української молоді, 9615-153 Аве в КЕдмонтоні 
В програмі: 


- Привітання від поважних осіб * Огляд на великому екрані святкувань в Києві 
+ Головний промовець - п. Любомир Маркевич " Святковий концерт " Барбекю 


Ціна квитків: $10 заздалегідь, $12 при дверях; Діти до 12 років безкоштовно 
Квитки можна придбати в українській книгарні, у фірмах «Міст», 
«Орбіт» та від членів Міської управи КУК. 


За додатковою інформацією прошу звертатися до Світлани Семенко по тел. 471-2695 


Французьке ім'я - 
Українська душа 


Ukrainian Buffet 
every Sunday 
4:30 - 8:30 pm 


Beautiful Jacuzzi rooms 

Fully Accessible rooms 

Fitness Centre 

No charge wireless high speed internet access 
Complimentary Full Hot Breakfast Buffet 


11727 Kingsway, Edmonton, AB T5G 3A1 
1.800.661.9843 chateaulouis.com 


ногою в Москві, а 
другою - в Брюсселі 


(Українська правда)  -Прем'єр Віктор Янукович у серпні має 
зустрітися з головою уряду Російської Федерації Михайлом 
Франковим. 

Про це повідомив міністр закордонних справ Борис Тарасюк на 
брифінгу після його представлення на посаді, 8-го серпня. 

За його словами, його представленню передувала зустріч з 
Януковичем, на якій він вніс на розгляд прем'єра графік міжнародних 
контактів. 

"Зокрема, прем'єр дав доручення підготувати його зустріч з головою 
уряду Російської Федерації. Ця зустріч має відбутися вже цього 
місяця", - сказав Тарасюк. 

Крім цього, за словами міністра, Янукович поставив завдання щодо 
організації його контактів з урядом Польщі, а також його участі у 


прес-служба президента. 


запрацював новий уряд. 


ництвом НАТО, "яка має відбутися наступного місяця". 

Він підкреслив, що питання членства України в НАТО "не втратило 
своєї актуальності". 

"Це буде темою бесіди під час зустрічей прем'єр-міністра в 
Брюсселі", - сказав Тарасюк. 


Прем'єр-міністра України. 


ньополітичний курс нашої держави залишиться незмінним. Зовнішня | держав. 


політика України не буде ні прозахідною, ні просхідною. Вона буде 
проукраїнською, і в її основі буде український національний інтерес", 
- додав він. 


"Ющенко - Путін". 


Працюю для Вас в Оттаві 
Working for you in Ottawa 


Володимир Притула, 
Радіо Свобода 

Кримська влада ігнорує вимоги 
про реституцію для кримських 
татар, які були незаконно депор-- 
товані, а їхнє майно - конфіско-- 
ване. 8 серпня комісія Верховної 
Ради Криму з відновлення прав 
репресованих відмовилася розгля-- 
дати звернення громадськості 
щодо відшкодування завданих 
депортацією 1944 року збитків. 
Тим не менш, у Криму набирає 
обертів петиційна кампанія, Me— 
тою якої є повернення будинків, 
земель 1 майна, відібраних у крим- 


PEGGY NASH 


Member of Parliament 
Parkdale High Park 


Peggy's Community Office 
2849 Dundas St. W. 416.769.5072 


Get Peggy's newsletter at 
www.peggynash.ca 


ча BUDUWULHN: ЗБ 
aye CREDIT UNION 


Your financial partner... every step of the way! 


Proud sponsor of the док West Village 


Ukrainian Festival Youth Stage 


Кфредитова Спілка Фудучність 
bimae українську cthouagy з нагоди 


сбаткубань 15-01 річниці проголошення 
Незалежности Yxpainu! 


2280 Bloor Street West, Toronto, ОМ M6S 1М9 

1891 Rathbum Road East, Mississauga, ON L4W 3Z3 
221 Milner Avenue. Scarborough. ON MIS 4P4 

249 Kenilworth Avenue North. Hamilton, ON L8H 454 
913 Carling Avenue, Ottawa. ON КІУ 4E3 

Outside the GTA 


(416) 763-6883 
(905) 238-1273 
(416) 299-7291 
(905) 544-7776 
(613) 722-7075 
1-800-461-5941 


www buduchnuist сот 


Ющенко повідомив Путіна про те, в Україні 


У цьому контексті Ющенко та Путін торкнулися 


засіданні ради співробітництва "Україна-ЄС" та зустрічі з керів- | Теми майбутнього візиту Президента Росії в Україну, 
атакож візиту до Російської Федерації новообраного 


Президенти також відзначили, що розглядають 
російсько-українські відносини як стратегічно важ- - 
ливі та тримають на особистому контролі головні 
"Я не можу не повторити слова президента про те, що зовніш- | напрямки розвитку двосторонніх відносин наших 


Президенти, крім того, обговорили роботу комісії 
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"Янукович вже однією Путін нарешті поздоровив 


державі. 


Януковича, але спочатку 
поговорив з Ющенком 


(Українська правда)--7 серпня відбулася 
телефонна розмова президента Віктора Ющенка та 
президента Росії Володимира Путіна. 

Під час розмови вони обговорили успішне 
врегулювання парламентської кризи в Україні та 
підписання Універсалу національної єдності, яке 
стало для цього головним стимулом, - повідомляє 


TKK 


7 серпня уже трохи пізніше Путін у телефонній 
розмові поздоровив Віктора Януковича з приз- 
наченням на посаду прем'єр-міністра. 

Обома сторонами був висловлений намір у стис- 
лий термін перейти до предметного обговорення 
актуальних задач двосторонніх відносин, повідомляє 
"Інтерфакс-Україна". 


kK 


Також відбулася телефонна розмова президента 
Ющенка з прем'єром Віктором Януковичем, в ході 
якої вони обговорили економічну ситуацію в 


Прем'єр поінформував Ющенка про своє бачення 
першочергових заходів, які має здійснити новий 
Кабінет Міністрів. 

Співрозмовники обговорили формування в 


Україні органів влади, міністерств і відомств. 


Ющенко та Янукович, крім того, торкнулися пи-- 


тання надходжень до державного бюджету. 


ських татар під час депортації. 

За твердженням організаторів 
петиційної кампанії, майже за 
кілька десятків тисяч підписів 
співвітчизників - точна цифра не 
відома, оскільки постійно зростає. 
Ініціаторами кампанії виступили 
4 кримськотатарські організації 
на чолі з лідером радикального 
крила Меджлісу кримськотатар-- 
ського народу Надиром Бекиро- 
вим. Останній є кваліфікованим 
юристом, він має широкі зв'язки 
із закордонними правозахисни-- 
ками. Ось 1 зараз мені не вдалося 
записати його інтерв'ю, бо Надир 
Бекиров перебуває у Швейцарії як 
експерт ООН. 

Втім, він повідомив, що вартість 
майна, відібраного у кримських 
татар під час депортації 1944 року 
сягає 30 мільярдів американських 
доларів, тоді як за всі 15 років 
повернення репатріантів держава 
на їхнє облаштування виділила 
лише 500 мільйонів гривень. 1-й 
заступник голови Меджлісу 
кримськотатарського народу Ре- 
фат Чубаров, який скептично 
ставиться до ініціативи радикалів, 
каже, що сума збитків трохи MeH— 
ша, аніж назвав Надир Бекиров, - 
близько 2 мільярдів доларів, а 
державна допомога трохи більша 
- 700 мільйонів гривень. Тим не 
менш, і такі суми дозволяють іні-- 


Кримська влада ігнорує вимоги про 
реституцію для кримських татар 


ціаторам петиційної кампанії ro— 
ворити про свою правоту. Правда, 
Надир Бекиров відзначає, що вони 
не вірять українському керівниц-- 
тву й апелюватимуть виключно до 
міжнародної громадськості. 
Голова комісії Верховної Ради 
Криму з відновлення прав реп- 
ресованих Микола Козицький ка-- 
же, що дві третини всіх звернень 
до цієї структури надходять від 
раніше депортованих громадян. 
Як і цього разу їм доводиться від- 
мовляти: “Sa нинішньої правової 
бази це неможливо, оскільки He— 
має закону про реституцію. А по- 
друге, немає документів про те, 
що було залишено депортовани - 
ми.Фактично в архівах їх дуже 
мало. А крім того, багато будин-- 
ків, що раніше належали кримсь-- 
ким татарам, зараз зайняті, у них 
живуть інші люди і викинути їх 
звітди - практично неможливо". 
Проте серед депутатів кримського 
парламенту є й прихильники цієї 
ідей. Представник Народного 
Руху Леонід Пилунський каже, що 
розуміє всю складність проблеми 
відшкодування збитків, завданих 
депортацією кримськотатарсь-- 
кого народу: "Не піднімати цього 
питання - це робити вигляд, що 
депортації не було. Його треба 
піднімати та обговорювати, шу-- 
кати шляхи вирішення. Я впев- 
нений, з часом ми їх і знайдем". 


Столиця України в порівнянні з 


іншими відомими містами світу 


(КБУВ)--Київ посідає 166 місце в світі серед міст, де кращі й 
безпечніші умови проживання. Це результати традиційних досліджень 
компанії Mercer Human Resource Consulting, в яких беруться до уваги 
чимало факторів: охорона здоров'я, екологія, транспортне й побутове 
обслуговування тощо. А перші місця в цьогорічному рейтинговому 
списку посіли швейцарські Цюріх і Женева та канадський Ванкувер. 
Київ поціновано вище за столиці інших країн СНД (територія 
колишнього СРСР), зокрема за Москву, яка поступається 7 сходинками. 


Українська економіка учиться бути 
незалежною від політики 


Іван Неживий 

(КБУВ)- За перше півріччя нинішнього року валовий внутрішній 
продукт України збільшився на 5 відсотків (причому, в червні, у 
порівнянні з цим місяцем попереднього року - на 9,3 відсотка. 
Незважаючи на велику політичну кризу влади. Підприємці жартують, 
що цьому "посприяла" Верховна Рада, яка не працює і не приймає 
ніяких нових законів, що деструктивно впливають на господарювання. 
Промисловість з початку року зросла на 3,6% - найперш 
машинобудування, металургія, харчова галузь. За півроку надійшло 
близько двох мільярдів іноземних інвестицій, що в чотири рази більше, 
ніж за аналогічний період минулого року. 
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Fresh Gongadze rumors surface 


By Roman Kupchinsky 

(RFE/RL)—A close associate of 
Russian tycoon Boris Berezovsky 
has claimed that Ukrainian parlia- 
ment speaker Oleksander Moroz 
plotted with Mikhail Fridman, the 
head of Alfa Group, to kill Ukrai- 
nian journalist Heorhiy Gengadze in 
September 2000. 

The claim was made by Alex 
Goldfarb, chairman of the Civil Lib- 
erties Fund, an organization spon- 
sored by Berezovsky, who now lives 
in London. 3 

Speaking at a press conference in 
Kyiv on Aug. 1, Goldfarb distrib- 
uted the text of an affidavit by an 
unnamed U.S. citizen, in which that 
person claims that Moroz, a mem- 
ber of parliament in September 
2000, met with Fridman and a num- 
ber of suspected Russian criminal 
bosses from the “Izmailovskaya” 
gang in Moscow to plan Gongadze’s 
killing. 

Gongadze, an investigative jour- 
nalist whose articles often targeted 
the administration of former Presi- 
dent Leonid Kuchma, disappeared 
in September 2000, and his decapi- 
tated body was discovered in a for- 
est near Kyiv shortly thereafter. 

Two of the three men arrested in 
killing Gongadze pleaded guilty to 
the crime in February 2006, but did 
not name the person who ordered the 
killing. They said they acted at the 
behest of their superior, Interior 
Ministry General Oleksiy Pukach, 
who is wanted by Ukrainian law- 
enforcement agencies. 

Goldfarb provided little evidence 
for the latest accusations, saying he 
gave copies of the affidavit to 
Ukraine’s Prosecutor-General’s Of- 
fice. 

According to Goldfarb’s unnamed 
witness, Moroz is alleged to have 
promised the Alfa Group lucrative 
projects in energy if he were to be 
elected president of Ukraine. At this 


time the witness alleges Moroz was 
in possession of tape recordings 
claimed to have been secretly made 
in Kuchma’s office by a member of 
the president’s security detail, 
Mykola Melnychenko. 

In the “Melnychenko tapes” 
Gongadze’s name is mentioned a 
number of times by a voice pur- 
ported to be Kuchma’s. The presi- 
dent appears to be ordering 
Gongadze’s killing, saying: “Drive 
him out! Throw him out! Give him 
to the Chechens!” 

Kuchma has admitted that his 
voice is on the tapes, but claims they 
were doctored. He denies the 
charges that he ordered Gongadze’s 
killing. 

In the witness’s version of events, 
Moroz wanted Gongadze killed so 
that he could discredit Kuchma by 
blaming the killing on him and be 
elected. 

The latest claims do not mark the 
first time such allegations have sur- 
faced. Robert Levinson, a retired 
FBI agent who investigated the kill- 
ing for an unnamed private client, 
claimed in August 2002 in a letter 
made available to RFE/RL that 
Gongadze was murdered by a local 
group of assassins under the direc- 
tion of Vladimir Kiselyov, reputed 
to be one of the more powerful 
criminal authorities in Kyiv. 
Kiselyoy was allegedly hired to do 
the job by leaders of the 
Izmailovskaya organized crime 
gang, which in turn was commis- 
sioned by the Alfa Group and Moroz 
to kill Gongadze. 

When Levinson’s version of events 
was made public, Moroz denied any 
role in the murder and said the theory 
was being circulated by Kuchma sup- 
porters to compromise him. 

Fridman has denied the allega- 
tions. In a statement, he said: “It is 
strange that I am not being accused 
of attempting to murder the U.S. 


Kremlin insider hails 
developments 


By Claire Bigg 


(RFE/RL)—The Kremlin has yet to officially react to Ukrainian Presi- 
dent Viktor Yushchenko’s endorsement of Viktor Yanukovych’s candidacy 


to be prime minister. 


An analyst close to Russian President Vladimir Putin’s regime says that 
Ukrainian President Viktor Yushchenko’s decision to back Viktor 
Yanukovych’ as prime minister represents a small victory for Russia. 

“T feel satisfaction, because it seems that Yushchenko has finally admit- 


ted the people’s will and has not dared throw the country into another 
crisis,” Sergei Markov, a prominent political analyst known for his pro- 
Kremlin-views, told RFE/RL. “The ideology that Yushchenko proposed, 
calling it an ideology of national harmony, is in fact an ideology of na- 
tional division. The majority of Ukrainian citizens firmly support the idea 
of Ukraine developing together with Russia. But Viktor Yushchenko is 
against this.” 

Many Ukraine observers see the president’s decision as a reversal of the 
Orange Revolution that ushered the Western-leaning Yushchenko into 
power. 

Yanukovych, who lost against his rival Yushchenko in December 2004 
after huge street protests contested his initial election victory in Novem- 
ber, is making an unexpected comeback. 

But Markov says this is just a small victory for Russia. 

“Tt seems that some kind of compromise has been reached,” Markov 
said. “Obviously, a clause on the common economic zone [Single Eco- 
nomic Space] will be added to the agenda, and not only NATO. Russia is 
the one that should be [Ukraine’s] strategic partner. Of course, this victory 
is not enough for pro-Russian forces. Ukraine is under the influence of 
external forces, most of all of the United States. Unfortunately, Russia’s 
influence is absolutely minimal.” 

By nominating Yanukovych, Yushchenko avoided dissolving parliament 
and the calling of new elections. 


president in Tbilisi [a reference to 
ап asSassination attempt against 
President George W. Bush during 
his visit to Tbilisi in May 2005], of 
murdering Leo Trotsky, and of at- 
tempting to rob Fort Knox.” 

Moroz has been unavailable for 
comment. 

On Aug. 1, “Ukrayinska pravda” 
reported that the Prosecutor- 
General’s Office issued a press re- 
lease in which it stated that the affi- 
davit it had received from Goldfarb 
did not contain any verifiable evi- 
dence linking Moroz to the murder. 

The recent political deadlock in 
Ukraine provides the backdrop to 
the recent flurry of accusations and 
counteraccusations. 

A member of the Socialist Party, 
Mykola Rudkovsky, was quoted by 
“Ukrayinska pravda” on Aug. 1 as 
saying that Goldfarb’s accusation 
was possibly an act of “revenge” by 
the Yuliya Tymoshenko Bloc to pun- 
ish Moroz for destroying her 
chances of becoming prime minis- 
ter. 

Tymoshenko has often been ac- 
cused of maintaining close ties with 
Berezovsky, and was instrumental in 
helping to arrange meetings between 
Yushchenko supporters and 
Berezovsky| during the 2004 presi- 
dential election campaign. 


UNP sees new 
government as revenge 


(RFE/RL)—The Ukrainian People’s Party (UNP) has called on all "ра- 
triotic” and “state-supporting” forces to unite in the face of what the party 
perceives as a danger arising from the recent installation of Prime Minis- 
ter Yanukovych’s government, UNIAN reported on Aug. 8. 

“The government formed by the Verkhovna Rada is an overt act of re- 
venge by those political forces that were removed from power by the Or- 
ange Maydan,” the UNP said in a statement. 

“The declaration of national unity, which was drafted with allegedly 
good intentions, has no legal status and is only a declarative document 
that was utilized by the anti-Ukrainian forces led by Yanukovych, the Com- 
munists, and the Socialists to come to power.” 

The UNP stressed that it sees "ап urgent need to form a national-demo- 
cratic front in order to defend the state and achievements of national de- 
mocracy.” 

Six days earlier some 5,000 activists of the UNP marched in downtown 
Kyiv demanding that President Yushchenko disband the Verkhovna Rada 
and call for new elections, UNIAN reported. 

“During the four months that passed after the March elections, the 
Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine has proven incapable of resolving complex 
issues that are facing Ukrainian society. This is linked to the fact that, as a 
result the use of manipulative electoral techniques, parliament includes 
only those parties and blocs that represent political-business groups, which 
are waging an uncompromising war over the redistribution of property,” 
the UNP said in a statement. 

The UNP led by Yuriy Kostenko took part in the March 26 parliamen- 
tary elections in the Kostenko-Plyushch Bloc, which failed to overcome 
the 3 percent voting barrier that qualified for parliamentary representa- 
tion. 

The dissolution of the current parliament was also demanded by the 
Yuliya Tymoshenko Block (129 seats), which had refused to take part in 
parliamentary debates for the previous two weeks. 


eer Debt Free ° 


A.C. WARING & ASSOCIATES INC. 


- Collectors Calling? " Wages Garnisheed? = Bills Unpaid? » Credit Refused? 
Call Us About: 
* Consumer Proposals " Bankruptcy Protection " Debt Payment Plans 


пе 


FREE Consultation - Appointments Anytime 
Chartered Accountant - Trustee In Bankruptcy 


"Your Problem, Our Privilege, Your Protection, Our Priority" 


424-9944 
#820 Sunlife Place, 10123 99 St. 


ARTHUR WARING CA; CIP 


УКРАЇНСЬКА КНИГАРНЯ 
UKRAINIAN BOOK STORE 


10215-97 STREET 
EDMONTON AB T5J 2N9 


Phone (780) 422-4255 Fax (780) 425-1439 


Toll-free: 1-866-422-4255 


For the largest selection of dance supplies, 
Ukrainian books, cassettes and CDs, 
giftware, greeting cards, Easter egg supplies, 
Byzantine icons, and much, much more. 


MAIL ORDERS WELCOME 


CALL FOR CATALOGUE 
or 
VISIT US ON LINE AT: 
www.ukrainianbookstore.com 


RETURN UNDELIVERRABLE CANADIAN ADDRESSES ТО: 


RAIDING 
Op 


Suite #1, 12227 - 107 Ave, Edmonton, Alberta, Т5М 1Y9 
UN Office; (780) 488-3693; Advertising: (780) 488-3860 
Fax: (780) 488-3859; E-mail: ukrnews@compusmart.ab.ca 


Publisher: 
Edmonton Lasergraphics, 
A Division of Canadian Cryptics Ltd. 
President: Marco Levytsky 


Marco Levytsky 
Vitaliy Shevchenko 
Irena Hladki 


Editor: 
Hon. Kyiv Bureau Chief: 
Advertising, Subscription: 


Ukrainian News is published bi-weekly by Edmonton Lasergraphics, A 
Division of Canadian Cryptics Ltd. Yearly subscription $35.00. All rights reserved. 
The material in this paper cannot be reproduced in any shape or form without 
written permission from the publisher. The opinions expressed in the articles do 
not necessarily reflect those of the proprietor, publisher, or editorial board. 
We acknowledge the financial assistance of the Government of Canada, through 
the Publications Assistance Program (PAP), toward our mailing costs. PAP# 08935 
і Редактор: Марко Левицький 
Поч. Гол. Київського Бюра: Віталій Шевченко 
Оголошення, Передплати: Ірена Гладкі 


Українські Вісті видає дво-тижнево Едмонтон Лайзергрефикс, Відділ 

Кенейдієн Криптикс Лтд. Річна передплата $35.00. Всі права застережені. He 

можна репродукувати ніяких матеріялів без писаного дозволу видавця. Опінії 

висловлені в статтях не все відповідають опінії власника, видавця чи редакційної 

ради. Ми підтверджуємо фінансову підтримку уряду Канади в наших коштах 

висилки газети через Publications Assistance Program (PAP). PAP# 08935. 
сососооеое 


Ukrainian News is ап independently-published newspaper which relies solely upon 
advertising, subscription and press fund donations for its operation. Please support 
our newspaper with the above sources. Thank you in advance for your support. 


Українські Вісті ye незалезісна газета, яка сама утримується із передплат, 
оголошень та пожертв на пресовий фонд. Просимо підтримувати нашу газету 
повищими джерелами. Дякуємо заздалегідь за Вашу підтримку. 


Yushchenko should resign 


If you want to find a bright side to an otherwise dismal picture, you can 
say that the “national unity” government that has been created with Viktor 
Yanukovych heading it will help bring a very divided nation together. 
Certainly that needs to be done. Ukraine is deeply polarized between two 
solitudes — the Ukrainian-speaking West and Centre and the Russian- 
speaking East and South. This division is very clearly reflected in their 
political choices. The Party of Regions (PRU) gets almost all its votes 
from the East and South, as do the Communists. Our Ukraine, the Yulia 
Tymoshenko Bloc (BYT) and the Socialists get almost all their votes from 
the West and Central Ukraine This is a very clear pattern that has been set 
in recent elections, and is not likely to change. If Ukraine is to stay united, 
the two solitudes have to find ways to work together. Thus, having a gov- 
ernment that has representatives from both sides of the divide is good for 
the country. 

But let’s face the facts. President Viktor Yushchenko, in claiming that 
the Declaration of National Unity is “a unique chance to realize all that 
we talked about, and to bring the country together for a political under- 
standing,” is simply trying to cover up what amounts to gross incompe- 
tence on his part. Maybe earlier, when he was negotiating with the PRU 
from a position of strength, he could have gotten a true “national unity” 
agreement, had he negotiated in good faith instead of using those talks as 
a clumsy attempt to gain leverage with his Orange allies. But this declara- 
tion is non-binding because at the time it was signed, Yushchenko had lost 
all his negotiating points. He either had to accept Yanukovych’s condi- 
tions or call a new election which would have seen Our Ukraine fall to a 
Trump status just above the Communist Party and BYT run neck and neck 

with the PRU as one of Ukraine’s two major parties. 

The composition of the new government shows just how stunning is 
Yushchenko’s defeat. The PRU holds the lion’s share of cabinet posts in- 
cluding all the economic portfolios. The previously discredited Yanukovych 
is prime minister. Such Kuchma stalwarts as Mykola Azarov who used 
the tax laws to harass the former president’s political enemies and Dmytro 
Tabachnyk, who perfected the use of “administrative resources” to fix 
elections, hold key positions. Yushchenko has even been forced to accept 
Communists in this new government. Our Ukraine members are greatly 

outnumbered and only 30 of our Ukraine’s 81 deputies voted for the new 
government. One may soon see massive defections to the BYT. 

How did Yushchenko manage to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory 
in so spectacular a fashion? It was his intransigence during the protracted 
negotiations for the Orange coalition that led to this debacle. First he didn’t 
want Yulia Tymoshenko as Prime Minister even though she won the big- 
gest number of Orange votes. Then he wouldn’t accept Oleksandr Moroz 
as parliamentary speaker. Maybe Moroz didn’t deserve to be speaker, but 
anybody who can count can see that he held the balance of power. Yes, 
you may call Moroz a traitor now, but if he holds the balance of power, 
you have to do what you can to keep him on board. Yushchenko obviously 
didn’t understand that, while Yanukovych very clearly did. One may also 
wonder if Moroz would have bolted had Our Ukraine proposed any body 
other than Petro Poroshenko for speaker? 

Barely one quarter of the way into his term, Yushchenko already is a 
lame duck. He has failed miserably and lost so much credibility and re- 
spect that he cannot properly fulfill the rest of his mandate. 

He should do the honourable thing — resign and call for new presiden- 
tial elections. Maybe then Ukraine will get a “real man” for the job, even 
* ough the person we have in mind is most definitely a woman. 


Ukrainian Мем/з/Українські вісті, Aug. 9 - 22, 2006, 26 9-22 серпня, 2006 


The non-listening president 


By Taras Kuzio, Kyiv Post, Aug. 3, 2006 

One of the most surprising aspects of the Viktor 
Yushchenko administration has been its unwillingness, 
or disinterest, in public relations and public opinion, 
whether in Ukraine or abroad. The Yushchenko admin- 
istration and Our Ukraine ignored public opinion in 
Ukraine among Orange Revolution supporters, and that 
of the USA and the West in general, which called for a 
revived Orange coalition following the March elections. 
A coalition was only put together on the eve of the June 
deadline but it immediately collapsed and led to the 
current political crisis. 

In ignoring domestic and foreign public opinion and 
advice, the Yushchenko administration has boxed it- 
self into a corner. The two choices facing President 
Yushchenko are both unpalatable; proposing Viktor 
Yanukovych as Prime Minister or dissolving parliament 
and holding new elections. The first would be to make 
Yushchenko a lame duck president and the second 
would make Our Ukraine a lame duck political force. 

The Orange Revolution did not have to develop this 
way if the president and Our Ukraine had upheld one 
of the central ideals of the Maidan. When Ukrainians 
went on to the streets in the Orange Revolution they 
sought to change their relationship with their rulers. 

The post-Soviet relationship had continued the So- 
viet approach of the ‘new class’ living in a different 
world to its ‘subjects’. The Orange Revolution was a 
call for the ruling elites to treat its ‘subjects’ as citi- 
zens; that is, to move this relationship from Eurasian 
to European norms. Remember the Orange Revolution 
anthem “We are not bydlo (scum)! We are the sons and 
daughters of Ukraine!’. 

A central component was to be that the ruling elites 
would listen and act in line with public opinion. But 
Yushchenko has failed to become a listening president. 

Orange Revolution supporters were never told why 
the ‘bandits’ (commonly understood as former Presi- 
dent Leonid Kuchma and his senior officials) never met 
any justice and are in parliament today heading key 
committees. When the newly free media asked awk- 
ward questions, such as why Roman Zvarych could be 
Justice Minister without legal training and after falsi- 
fying his CV or questions regarding the president’s son, 
they were told to stop asking them or were condemned. 

President Yushchenko never explained why he had 
to remove the Yulia Tymoshenko government, after say- 
ing three weeks earlier that it was the “best govern- 
ment in Europe’. Similarly, Prime Minister Yuriy 
Yekhanurov never explained why the bad oligarchs had 
suddenly become “good national bourgeoisie’? 

Every poll that followed the March elections showed 
that an overwhelming majority of Orange Revolution 
voters in Our Ukraine, the Yulia Tymoshenko bloc and 
the Socialists wanted to see a revived Orange coali- 
tion. Yet, Our Ukraine and President Yushchenko took 
credit for holding Ukraine’s first free election while, 
on the other hand, ignored the fact that Our Ukraine 
had come third. 

Ukrainians also flocked to the Orange Revolution 
because they believed that Yushchenko, and other Or- 
ange leaders, were different. The September 2005 cri- 
sis, drawn out coalition negotiations following the 2006 
elections and the July crisis have proven to many Ukrai- 
nians that this Maidan assumption was wrong. 

Our Ukraine and Socialist politicians have not proved 


National Unity Declaration: 


By Vladimir Socor 

(Jamestown Foundation)—The Aug. 3 Declaration 
on National Unity, signed by leaders of four political 
forces — the Party of Regions, Our Ukraine, the So- 
cialists, and (with reservations) the Communists — as 
a basis for a governing Coalition of National Unity, is a 
declarative rather than a policy document. It calls for a 
political truce but does not point to a way out of crisis. 

A week-long roundtable discussion (July 27-Aug. 3), 
chaired by President Viktor Yushchenko, led to this 
document and the decision to form the coalition of four 
out of five parliamentary parties. The Yulia 
Tymoshenko Bloc, strongest Orange force in the wake 
of the pro-presidential Our Ukraine’s electoral debacle, 
declined to sign the document and will form the parlia- 
mentary opposition. 

The resort to the roundtable itself testifies to the year- 
long crisis of state institutions in Ukraine. Roundtables 
were used in 1989-90 in several Central European coun- 
tries (Poland being the classic example) to fill the 
vacuum created by the collapse of communist state in- 
stitutions. With parliaments and governments no longer 
capable functioning, roundtables provided a basis for 
minimal national accord (in essence, avoidance of vio- 
lence and anarchy) and initiated the orderly transition 
to functional democracy in those countries. 

The roundtable just held in Kyiv was also meant to 
provide a national-accord forum in a situation of sys- 


they are different to those under Leonid Kuchma. Only 
the Tymoshenko bloc has stuck to its stance of refus- 
ing to talk with Yanukovych. 

If Our Ukraine had come first in the Orange camp in 
the 2006 elections, as they expected, there would have 
been an Orange coalition established in April, with 
Yekhanurovy as premier. The only reason for the drawn 
out talks, and ignoring of Orange opinion, was Presi- 
dent Yushchenko’s and Our Ukraine’s dislike for 
Tymoshenko, who had a right to claim the post as her 
bloc had come first in the Orange camp. 

Instead of listening to Orange voters, Our Ukraine 
(presumably with the president’s knowledge) negoti- 
ated simultaneously with its Orange partners and the 
Party of Regions. This dual-track duplicity, coupled 
with the drawn out talks, only served to reinforce the 
view that the Orange camp was hopelessly divided. 

In the foreign arena, the Yushchenko administration 
has also ignored public opinion and public relations. 
This is surprising as during the 2004 elections the 
Yushchenko camp had by far the best public relations 
exercise in the West. 

The ‘pro-Western’ President Yushchenko and Our 
Ukraine ignored US and NATO advice following the 
March elections, which linked a revived Orange coali- 
tion to a NATO Membership Action Plan and NATO 
membership (without supporting any particular candi- 
date for Prime Minister). 

The only conclusion one can make is that personal 
animosity towards Tymoshenko became a more impor- 
tant policy than listening to Ukraine’s best Western 
friends. And this animosity became more important than 
NATO membership, which now seems more illusory 
with the anti-crisis coalition. 

Since the election of Yushchenko his administration 
has largely ignored the formation of Western opinion. 
No PR firms have been hired in the West by his admin- 
istration or Our Ukraine. 

The only explanation is the arrogance that power 
brings coupled with a misplaced view that there was 
no need to shape Western opinion because it was pro- 
Orange anyway. This has led to numerous public rela- 
tions mistakes when President Yushchenko and his chief 
of staff, Oleh Rybachuk, have appeared in Western tele- 
vision interviews. 

Presidential secretariat staffers explained to this au- 
thor how they had briefed Rybachuk for his BBC 
Hardtalk interview. This advice and briefing was sub- 
sequently ignored, leading to what everybody acknow]- 
edges was a lost opportunity and PR disaster. 

Compare this with Yanukovych. During the 2004 elec- 
tions his government hired a Washington, DC public 
affairs company but its advice was largely ignored and 
Yanukovych relied upon Russian political technologists. 

During the 2006 elections, he hired a new American 
public relations firm that has been to some degree been 
successful in re-shaping his image, and that of his top 
lieutenants. It is ironic that the Party of Regions is the 
only political party using US public relations advisers, 
while President Yushchenko/Our Ukraine and the 
Tymoshenko bloc have ignored this issue. 

The return of Yanukovych as prime minister is proof 
of Yushchenko’s failure to implement the core values 
of the Orange Revolution in becoming a listening presi- 
dent. He should have implemented what he promised 
on the Maidan. 


No guide to policy or action 


temic crisis. But, in Ukraine’s case, a near-collapse of 
institutions took place after democratic presidential and 
parliamentary elections had been held. No Ukrainian 
senior official has acknowledged this situation thus far, 
much less addressed it, with the apparently single ex- 
ception of Volodymyr Horbulin whom Yushchenko те- 
cently reinstated as head of the National Security and 
Defense Council. 

The Kyiv roundtable deflated expectations when rep- 
resentatives of civil society were dropped from its com- 
position, without explanation, before the National Unity 
Declaration’s final version was negotiated among a 
handful of party leaders and signed by seven top fig- 
ures (the president, prime minister, parliamentary 
speaker, and the heads of the four parliamentary groups 
in the emergent coalition). In essence, this was a 
roundtable of party leaders and interest groups at the 
top, not a roundtable of Ukrainian society. The 
roundtable’s daytime proceedings were amply publi- 
cized, but were followed up in confidential talks dur- 
ing the night, when some informal and unpublicized 
understandings are said to have been reached, both 
among the participants and with other interested play- 
ers including top businessmen. After it was over, Rus- 
sian Ambassador Viktor Chernomyrdin let it be known 
that he had met repeatedly with Yushchenko informally. 

Although the Declaration was meant from the outset 
to be nonbinding, its content was expected to provide 
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The faces of Ukraine’s new Cabinet. 


By Jan Maksymiuk 

(RFE/RL)\— Ukraine’s tortuous, 
four-month-long process of forming 
anew government ended on Aug. 4 
with the confirmation of Party of 

" Regions leader Yanukovych as new 
prime minister. 

The Ukrainian parliament also 
endorsed a new Cabinet of Minis- 
ters, in which the Party of Regions 
will control some major portfolios 
concerning the country’s economy. 

Yanukovych will have four depu- 
ties, as he had in the cabinet he over- 
saw during his previous stint as pre- 
mier in 2002-04. Mykola Azarov 
will serve as both first deputy prime 
minister and finance minister, as he 
did during Yanukovych’s first term. 
The three deputy prime ministers 
will also take on additional roles. 
Andriy Klyuyev will be in charge 
of the fuel and energy sector, 
Dmytro Tabachnyk will oversee hu- 
manitarian and social issues, and 
Volodymyr Rybak will head the 
Construction Ministry. 

Azaroy and Klyuyev are among 
Yanukovych’s oldest and staunchest 
allies. 

Azarov is generally seen as а tech- 
nocrat. As head of the State Tax 
Administration in 1996-2002 he was 
repeatedly accused by the opposi- 
tion of applying fiscal and tax pres- 
sure on businesses linked to politi- 
cal opponents of former President 
Leonid Kuchma. 

Klyuyev is a wealthy business- 
man with interests in the machine- 
building sector who led Yanu- 
kovych’s campaign team in the 2004 
presidential election. He was ru- 
mored to be the main player behind 
the falsification of election results 
in favor of Yanukovych, although 
those rumors have never been con- 
firmed by investigators. 

The Party of Regions’ quota of 


ministerial posts also includes Min- 
ister for Liason with the Verkhovna 
Rada Ivan Tkalenko, Labor Minis- 
ter Mykhaylo Papiyev, Environment 
Minister Vasyl Dzharty, Coal Indus- 
try Minister Serhiy Tulub, Fuel and 
Energy Minister Yuriy Boyko, 
Economy Minister Volodymyr 
Makukha, and Minister of the Cabi- 
net of Ministers Anatoliy Tol- 
stoukhoy. 

Virtually all of the Party of Re- 
gions’ ministers have considerable 
experience in serving in senior gov- 
ernment posts. This favorably dis- 
tinguishes Yanukovych’s cabinet in 
comparison to that led by Yuliya 
Tymoshenko in 2005. Her cabinet 
to a large extent consisted of Orange 
Revolution personalities with little 
or no experience in government. 

It can be expected that the new 
Ukrainian cabinet should easily be 
able to agree on a basic set of eco- 
nomic reforms, which will be 
needed to continue the current posi- 
tive trends in the economy. After all, 
it was under Yanukovych’s 
premiership in 2004 that Ukraine 
posted impressive economic growth 
of 12 percent. 

However, a disturbing feature of 
Yanukovych’s cabinet is that — as 
in virtually all former Ukrainian 
cabinets — there is no clear separa- 
tion between politics and business. 
Many cabinet members have vested 
interests in different business 
spheres. This could become a seed 
of future conflicts in the uneasy 
“coalition of national unity,” which 
includes not only ministers from the 
largely oligarchic Our Ukraine, but 
also from the Marxist-Leninist So- 
cialist Party. 

In accordance with the constitu- 
tion amended in 2004, President 
Viktor Yushchenko nominated the 
foreign minister and the defense 


minister, Borys Tarasyuk and 
Anatoliy Hrytsenko, respectively. 
Both politicians are strongly sup- 
portive of Ukraine’s integration with 
Euro-Atlantic structures and were 
delegated by Yushchenko to assure 
the public both at home and abroad 
that Ukraine’s pro-Western course 
will not undergo any significant 
changes under Yanukovych’s 
premiership. 

Interior Minister Yuriy Lutsenko, 
a former Socialist Party member 
who is now independent, is also seen 
as a Yushchenko man in the govern- 
ment. Lutsenko, an iconic leader of 
the Orange Revolution, is widely 
seen as an uncompromising custo- 
dian of the “Augean Stables,” to 
which Ukraine’s notoriously corrupt 
police force is sometimes compared. 

In accepting his post, Lutsenko 
asserted that he sees the possibility 
of implementing the president’s 
policy in Yanukovych’s cabinet. 
However, most Ukrainians have ap- 
parently not yet forgotten that he 
completely failed to implement a 
major tenet of the Orange Revolu- 
tion — “bandits will go to jail” — 
in the preceding cabinets of Yuliya 
Tymoshenko and Yuriy Yekhanurov. 
No major investigation by the Inte- 
rior Ministry into corruption or elec- 
tion falsification has resulted in jail 
terms. It is hard to imagine that 
Lutsenko will be more successful 
now that some of the “bandits” have 
returned to the government. 

Our Ukraine, which has yet to 
sign a formal coalition accord with 
the three other parties in the cabi- 
net, is represented by Justice Min- 
ister Roman Zvarych, Family and 
Sports Minister Yuriy Pavlenko, 
Emergency Situations Minister 
Viktor Baloha, Culture Minister Ihor 
Likhovyy, and Health Minister 
Yuriy Polyachenko. 


National Unity Declaration: 


some clear indications as to the policy and actions of 
the emergent coalition. This is not the case, however. 
While some general verbiage and redundant clichés 
were inevitable, they occupy a far larger space than 
might have been expected by, or could be sold to, the 
electorate, particularly the voters with more developed 
democratic aspirations. When addressing a few hard 
issues, the document steers a middle ground between 
political forces that have until now espoused opposite 
policy prescriptions. Such compromise formulations 
may also be inevitable up to a point, but they do not 
seem to suggest a program for effective governance. 
Thus, the Verkhovna Rada shall “urgently adopt” leg- 
islation necessary for Ukraine’s entry into the World 
Trade Organization (WTO) “on conditions acceptable 
to Ukraine.” That legislation could not be adopted dur- 
ing the 18 months that followed the Orange revolution 
precisely because large cross-party groups deemed 
some of those conditions as unacceptable to their group 
interests or ideology. FurtherUkraine shall “urgently 
start talks” on creating a free-trade zone of Ukraine 
and the European Union, with a view to Ukraine’s ulti- 
mate integration in the EU. At the same time, Ukraine 
shall “complete work on participation” in the Russia- 
Belarus-Kazakhstan Single Economic Space (SES), 
starting with a free-trade zone consisting of Ukraine 
and SES, albeit “taking WTO norms into account.”O 
How to reconcile these priorities, interests, and ideolo- 
gies in the proposed coalition government remains far 
from clear. 

Gas supplies and pipeline control, one of Ukraine’s 
most explosive economic and political issues, is not 
mentioned at all. The document mentions energy only 
in passing, merely calling for its efficient use. Mean- 
while, outside the largely irrelevant roundtable and 
Declaration framework, officials are discussing the pos- 
sibility of transferring Ukraine’s transit pipeline sys- 
tem into de facto Russian control. 

The document proposes a seemingly sensible politi- 
cal compromise on Ukraine-NATO relations: continu- 
ing “mutually advantageous cooperation” for now, and 
deferring the issue of membership until some later date, 
subject to a national referendum. No mention is made 
of the Membership Action Plan, which the Orange lead- 


No guide to policy or action 


ers had hoped to obtain this year. Their retreat tacitly 
acknowledges opposition to NATO membership among 
Yushchenko’s chosen coalition partners. It also reflects 
the presidency’s lack of political leadership on this is- 
sue from the moment Yushchenko took office, although 
he personally supports NATO membership as do the 
ministers close to him. With less than 20% public sup- 
port for NATO membership in Ukraine at present, the 
commitment to a referendum amounts to a mortgage 
on the future. However, the deferral buys time for con- 
tinuing cooperation with NATO and turning public 
Opinion around on the membership issue after 2009 
under different leadership. 


The Declaration’s most useful part for now is the 


armistice among political forces regarding the status 
of the Ukrainian and Russian languages in Ukraine. 
The document supports the existing constitutional ar- 
rangements, with “Ukrainian as the single state lan- 
guage and the language of official communication of 
the authorities on the entire territory of Ukraine.” How- 
ever, the Declaration also refers to Russian language 


use in accordance with the European Charter of Re- 


gional and Minority Languages — a document that the 


Party of Regions and others interpret as authorizing 


parallel official use of Russian in certain regions of 


Ukraine. In his August 4 acceptance speech to the par- 
liament as prime-minister-designate, Viktor 
Yanukovych pledged to observe the status quo on the 
language issue and also abjured any intention to pro- 
pose the “federalization” of Ukraine. 

In sum, the Declaration reverts to the political status 
quo that had prevailed before the Orange upheaval and 
the Blue reaction. It seems reminiscent of the status- 
quo of the final Kuchma years on some major issues, 
such as cooperation with NATO short of membership, 
talks with Russia on possible joint control of Ukraine’s 
gas pipelines, short-term balancing of priorities regard- 
ing WTO and EU versus SES, and language policy ar- 
mistice in the east and south of the country as long as 
the vested economic and political interests in those re- 
gions are satisfied. 

In essence, this ambiguity-filled Declaration seems 
mainly intended to cover the flanks of the four signa- 
tory parties with their respective electorates. 


Taking into account that the 
Verkhovna Rada is headed by 
Oleksandr Moroz of the Socialist 
Party and all deputy-premier posi- 
tions are filled by people from the 
Party of Regions, one must admit 
that the pro-presidential Our 
Ukraine has no major post in the 
government. This. is the price Our 
Ukraine had to pay for its clumsy 
coalition negotiations following the 
March 26 parliamentary elections 
and its protracted hesitancy over 
whom it likes more — Yuliya 
Tymoshenko or Viktor Yanukovych. 

Our Ukraine supported Yanuko- 
vych for prime minister on Aug. 4 
only half-heartedly: just 30 of the 
party’s 80 lawmakers voted in 
Yanukovych’s favor. It appears that 
the cohabitation of Our Ukraine with 
the Party of Regions in the ruling 
coalition — irrespective of whether 
it will be formalized or not — will 
not be easy. There seems to be a 
pervading mood of frustration and 
political failure among a majority of 
Our Ukraine leaders and rank-and- 
file activists. 

The Socialist Party is represented 
in the new cabinet by Education 
Minister Stanislav Nikolayenko and 
Transport Minister Mykola Rud- 
kovskyy. While Nikolayenko is seen 
as a specialist in education and his 
reappointment was to be expected, 
Rudkovskyy’s main contribution to 
Ukraine’s transportation system 
seems to lie in his fondness for driv- 
ing expensive cars and wearing 
smart suits. 


The political affiliation of 
Agroindustrial Complex Minister 
Yuriy Melnyk and Industrial Policy 
Minister Anatoliy Holovko is not 
clear. Theoretically, they should be- 
long to the quota of the Communist 
Party, which brings 21 votes to the 
coalition. But Melnyk is known for 
his anticommunist views and pro- 
nouncements. Some Ukrainian me- 
dia suggest that the Communists ex- 
changed their cabinet portfolios for 
an undisclosed sum, which was paid 
by some unidentified sponsors. 

On the whole, Yanukovych’s cabi- 
net seems to be more carefully as- 
sorted in terms of professionalism 
than those of Yekhanurov and 
Tymoshenko. But it is too early to 
predict that the new government will 
become an immediate success or can 
contribute something substantial to 
bridging the east-west divide in the 
country, as some commentators ex- 
pect. 

In actual fact, neither the 2004 
Orange Revolution nor the 2006 par- 
liamentary elections have brought 
any significant changing of the 
guard in Ukrainian politics. Instead, 
it is the country’s voters who seem 
to have undergone an important 
transformation. They are now more 
politically active and more inclined 
to judge their political leaders by 
deeds rather than pledges. And if the 
trend of Ukrainian voters keeping a 
watchful eye on their government 
continues, their chances of seeinga | 
change in their political elite might 
improve. 


PETER GOLDRING 
Member of Parliament | 
Edmonton East 


Federal Government Accountability: 


Promises Delivered 

Before the House of Commons recessed in June, and Members of 
Parliament returned home for constituency work, the Parliament of 
Canada passed a revolutionary document: the Federal Accountabil- 


ity Act. 


It was always the first priority of the new Conservative Government, 
and the very idea — and the policy that it created — is truly revolu-’ 
tionary in Ottawa. The Federal Accountability Act will begin an era об 
honesty, integrity and decency in Canada’s government. It is the foun- 
dation of this new Conservative government because it emphatically‘ 
states that government as we knew it, under the Liberals, has been 


banished. 


The Federal Accountability Act will give more powers to indepen-| 
dent Parliamentary officers, like the auditor general, and ensure that; 
federal grants are actually providing value for taxpayers’ money and 
not being used for the kind of political payola that the former govern- 
ment perfected. Edmontonians elected every Conservative candidate 
in this last election because they finally saw corruption relief in the 


Conservative Party platform. 


In addition to whistleblower protection, access to information law 
reform and merit-based appointments to public office, this act will dra- 
matically change the way politics is conducted in Canada with a com- 
plete ban on corporate and union donations to political parties and a 
mandatory five year period that former government ministers and se- 
nior public servants must wait before lobbying the government. 

Government accountability must exist in law and in day to day op- 
erations. The Accountability Act is designed to force government to be 
open, honest and responsible to taxpayers. Government must also be 
seen to want to be accountable and that is why this new Conservative 
government is earning the trust and faith of Canadians who can see the 


change in our national government. 


We are delivering that change, and if people can start to believe in 
the credibility and honesty of government again, that will be truly revo- 


lutionary. 
What do you think? 


See 


495-3261 


www.petergoldring.ca 


Newsbriefs 

Ukraine aids Lebanon 

(NRCU)— Ukraine will render humanitarian aid to Lebanon The Ukrai- 
nian Foreign Ministry is arranging relief options with other ministries and 
agencies, Foreign Minister Borys Tarasiuk said at an Aug. 3 government 
sitting. To date 1,119 Ukrainian citizens were evacuated from Lebanon, 
including 331 children. The last group of 25 Ukrainian civilians including 
14 children arrived on the night of Aug. 1-2 in Kharkiv from Syria. Among 
the evacuees was one Lebanese national. 


Ukrainians kidnapped in Nigeria 

(RFE/RL)—Two Ukrainians and two Norwegians working on a Norwe- 
gian supply ship off the coast of Nigeria have been kidnapped. A repre- 
sentative of the company operating the ship, Trico, says he has no more 
information about the kidnapping. The region has many offshore drilling 
rigs. Nigerian militants have targeted international oil workers in the past. 


PRU OKs NATO exercise in Ukraine 

(Ukrainian Journal) — The Regions Party (PRU), a moderate pro-Russian 
group, joined forces with Our Ukraine Aug. 4 to approve a resolution 
allowing foreign troops to enter Ukraine for a NATO-led military training 
exercise later this year. The vote is a victory for President Viktor 
Yushchenko as it clears the way for his pro-Western foreign policy of 
boosting cooperation with NATO and possibly joining the alliance within 
three years. 


"Ukrainian Daughters' Cookbook" 


This book embodies the colour 
and richness of Ukrainian 
tradition. It features recipes and 
customs passed down through 
generations to maintain our 
unique heritage. Special features 
include Christmas Eve Supper, 
Easter dishes, a 9-page section 
on how to make Ukrainian Easter 
Eggs, plus cross stitch designs 
and wonderful holiday breads. 


Price: $19.95 plus $5.00 for postage 
& handling. US & International 
orders payable in US found. 


Please make cheque or money 
order payable to: 
| Ukrainian Women's Association 
| 1920 Toronto Street 
Regina, Saskatchewan 
wer ~~. Canada S4P 1M8 

For fund raising or volume purchases, contact Ukrainian 
Women's Association for volume rates. Tel.: 1-306-586-5590 


UKRAINIAN 
DAUGHTERS’ 
| COOKBOOK 
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PHOTOS — MARCO LEVYTSKY 


Above and Below: Yatran Dancers performing. 


Ukrainian Pavilion wins best 
managed prize at Heritage Festival 


(UkrNews)—The Ukrainian Pa- 
vilion won the Nina Temperley 
Award as the best managed pavil- 
ion at this year’s Heritage Festival, 
held Aug. 5-7 at Edmonton’s 
Hawrelak Park. 

Stan Kobylko, co-ordinator of the 
Ukrainian Pavilion says its success 
is due to the work of the many vol- 
unteers who participated. 

At least 80 volunteers helped out 
each day the festival was on and 42 
helped out with the pavilion’s setup. 

“T would like to thank all the vol- 
unteers for all the efforts they put in 
which won us the prize,” he told 
Ukrainian News. 

Jack Little, Executive Director of 
the festival estimates that this year’s 


So-Use Credit Union 


Your financial iinstittutiiom today and! tomonrow™ 


CONGRATULATIONS 
Bloor West Village Ukrainian Festival 


on your 


attendance for all three days was 
close to 400,000 — which sets an 
all-time record. 

The festival also set records for 
the total number of pavilions (58, 
compared to the previous high of 52) 
for donations to the Food Bank 
(S5kg as compared with 40 kg for 
the previous year) and the 50-50 
draw, which this year amounted to 
$18,000. 

He added that there is not just one 
factor for this year’s success, but a 
number of different ones. 

“A great park, centrally located, 
great weather and the fact that we 
set a record for pavilions. We have 
been building on our momentum 
from the past,” he said. 

The Ukrainian Pavilion was spon- 
sored by the Ukrainian Catholic 
Brotherhood, Edmonton Eparchy, 
with acknowledgement the Alberta 
Ukrainian Dance Association. En- 
tertainment coordinator was Julian 


Nahnybida, while Joe Synyshyn 
served as food coordinator. 

Kobylko estimates the Ukrainian 
Pavilion had an excess of $25,000 
in food sales. 

Entertainers included the Yatran 
Ukrainian Dancers: Yatran Ukrai- 
nian Dance Academy, Edmonton; 
the Cimarrons - Ukrainian Band 
with Jim Yacey; the Reminor: Ukrai- 
nian Male Quartet, singer-guitarist 
Stanislav Nastenko; the Hrym 
Ukrainian Male Duet; Damon 
Rudiak and Sean Holowaty on dul- 
cimers; T.J. Fenton - of the Veselka 
Dancers, Lamont; the Kvitka - Red 
Deer Canadian Ukrainian Dance 
Club; the Plainsmen - Ukrainian 
Band with Nick Hnatiuk; the Dy- 
namics - Ukrainian Band with Stan 
and the Dynamics; VIC the Ukrai- 
nian Comedian from Red Deer and 
the Promin Ukrainian Dancers - 
Vegreville School of Ukrainian 
Dancing and Promin Dancers. 


200 churches to be built in Kyiv 


(RISU)—The City Board of Building, Architecture and Design of Kyiv 
is working on a plan to allocate space on which to construct approxi- 
mately 200 worship buildings. The spaces will then be divided among the 
largest religious denominations, reported ua.korrespondent.net Aug. 8. 

The Ukrainian Orthodox Church-Moscow Patriarchate has made the 
most requests for land, then the Ukrainian Orthodox Church-Kyivan Pa- 
triarchate, and then various Protestant churches. 

The Kyiv City Administration will then divide the lots among the de- 
nominations. The main criteria will be the needs of the population, the 
financial means of the religious organizations, and the location nearby of 
other churches. For example, if a land lot is located in a neighborhood that 
already has an Orthodox church, the new territory will be designated for 
another denomination. 

The plan for distributing land lots among the denominations will be 
ready by Dec. 1 and will then be sent to the Kyiv City Council for ap- 
proval. 
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CNUF а success 
despite lower 
attendance 


By Selina Crammond, Dauphin Herald Reporter 
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Dupley can not say for sure who will be on the line up for next year 


however Vika is a possibility 
I think she could probably be back on popular demand 
Other new entertainment included a Canadian Bandurist Capella, a mak 
chorus and bandurists from Toronto, Millenia, the five piece house band 
from Sherwood Park, and Zecllia vocalists and instrumentalists from 
Vancouver 
The second annual Ukrainian Idol finals took place Friday evening at 
Selo Ukrainia. After trying out last year, Steve Yury impressed the judge 
with an original song to take home first prize 
His prize consists of a five-hour recording session with Sunshine Record 
of Winnipeg, as well as two adult weekend passes for the 2007 festival 
Ukrainian Festival Idol is something that festival organizers are consid 
ering for next year 
We'll maybe try it one more year, | think you can only run something 
о long and then the interest isn't there aid Dupley 
This year the amateur talent contest experienced a real drop in partici 
pant 
We're going to have to work on that for next year to get it back up to 
were it was,” said Duple 
Another highlight of the festival included the depiction of a traditional 
Ukrainian wedding. Canada’s National Ukrainian Festival choir helped 
present several ancient rituals including the maiden evening, the unplaiting 
of the bride's hair, the blessing of the couple and the wedding reception 
Apparently the crowd was bigger than last year at the Ukrainian Wed 
ding Dupley said 
We might have to change the format or something because if it's the 
same thing we don't want to be repetitious,” he added 
Dupley and the other festival organizers are always looking for sugges 
tions оп how to improve the festival. If you have any comments or would 
like to get involved in next year's festival, contact the CNUF office at 
62) 4а4Ю 
In addition to events held at the 5сіо Ukrainia site. the Trembowla Cross 
of Freedom Site celebrated its 110th anniversary 
Most Revered Lawrence Huculak, Archbishop of Winnipeg and Metro 


politan for Ukrainian Catholics in Canada, honoured the Ukrainian pio 


й 
пост settioment. An outdoor luncheon, complete with music and entertain 


ment, followed the ceremony 


PHOTOS — COURTESY 
THE DAUPHIN HERALD 


Top to Bottom: Zirka from Dauphin; Suzirya from Cal- 
gary; Troyanda from Selkirk, Man 


Mark presented with 
Award of Appreciation 


(Inky Mark's Office)— Inky Mark, Member of Parliament for Dauphin 
Swan River Marquette was the recipient of a special “Award of Apprecia 


Gon presented to him at the official Opening Ceremon 
National Ukrainian Festival on Aug. 4 in Dauphin 

Mark commented, “On Friday, | was honoured by the Canada’s Ukra 
nian Community for my work in advancing Bill C-33 The Ukramuas 
Canadian Recognition and Restitution Act. This reoos 


While accepting the distinction before an audience of cnthus: 


Mark shared his award saying, “I accept this honour on behalf 


internces, the 80,000 Ukrainian Canadians who were forced to register] 


like common criminals and the thousands of Canadians of Ukraiman de 


scent who worked for justice over the last nwo decades 


Bill C-331, An Act to acknowledge that persons of Ukrainiar - 
were interned in Canada during the First World War and & 
recognition of this event received Royal Assent оп Nowember 25, 20005 


Mark concluded his remarks by saying, “The Ukrainian community now 
has an Act of Canada addressing th 
do. To this day, the Ukrainian communit 
from the Government of Canada. We 
Minister to ensure that the provisions in 
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Івано-Франківськ 
буде розбудовуватись 


Іван Костюк, Радіо Свобода 

Обласний центр Прикарпатті і надалі буде розбудовуватись. Хоча й 
дотепер мав одні з найвищих темпів житлового будівництва в країні. 
Місцеві архітектори, щоправда, планують затвердити нормативні акти, 
які допоможуть уникнути хаотичної забудови і зберегти неповторне 
обличчя міста. 

Закиди щодо невпорядкованої забудови історичної частини Івано- 
Франківська впродовж останніх років постійно лунають на адресу 
міської влади з боку громадськості. Чимало нарікань лунає також на 
те, що в дворах так званих спальних районів замість дитячих 
майданчиків та відпочинкових зон з'являються кав'ярні та магази-ни. 
Дотепер обласний центр Прикарпаття не має затвердженого стра- 
тегічного плану розвитку міста. Старий план, завтерджений ще в 90- 
х роках минулого століття, на переконання фахівців, не відповідає ни- 
нішнім реаліям. 

Новопризначений новий архітектор міста Ігор Гаркот з цього приводу 
зауважує: "Зараз зовсім інша ситуація. Ми живемо уже в іншому 
суспільстві. В основному, це приватна власність. А приватники трохи 
інакше ставляться до схеми будівництва, узагалі до того, що пов'язано 
з будівництвом". Для того, щоб розвиток міста був упорядкований, 
міські архітектори разом із забудівльниками розробили нормативні 
акти, які будуть зведені в один єдиний документ, для того щоб усі 
фірми, які займаються будівництвом, знали, де і за якими правилами 
можна споруджувати будинки. Це, на думку архітекторів та міської 
влади, дасть змогу уникнути численних нарікань з боку мешканців 
міста. 

З цього приводу Ігор Гаркот наголошує: "Людина, яка звикла жити 
15-20 років на одному місці i до того, що їй ніхто не стукає під вікнами, 
то їй не найкраще. Зараз ми розробляємо правила забудови в місті 
Івано-Франківську". Міська влада у свою чергу заявляє: ті забуді- 
вельники, які не дотримуються розроблених правил, будуть покарані. 
А загалом зараз в Івано-Франківську планується вже в найближчі роки 
будівництво двох нових мікрорайонів, а також невеликих міст- 
супутників обласного центру. Отож, забудова та розвиток Івано- 
Франківська й надалі триватиме. Міська влада, щоправда, сподівається 
також, що будівельні фірми не забуватимуть також про соціально 
незахищені категорії населення і певну кількість помешкань від- 
даватимуть на потреби людей, які не можуть його придбати за 


комерційними цінами. 


Референдум по НАТО, якщо 

.9 J тий ray ‘ й 4 @ 

i буде, то лише в 2008 році 

(Українська правда)- -Референдум з членства України в HATO 
проведуть не раніше 2008 року. 

Про це заявив міністр закордонних справ Борис Тарасюк 9 серпня, 
передає радіо "Свобода". 

За словами міністра, на той час виконають всі необхідні процедури, 
зокрема, участь України в плані дій з членства в НАТО та інфор- 
мування суспільства про відносини України з Альянсом. 

"Тарасюк наголосив, що проведення референдуму можна здійснювати 
тоді, коли суспільство буде до нього готове. 

Раніше прем'єр Віктор Янукович заявив, що рішення про вступ 
України до НАТО мають ухвалювати спільно уряд, Президент і 
парламент. 

До обрання главою уряду Янукович і його команда наголошували, 
що питання участі України в Альянсі має вирішуватися на все- 
українському референдумі. 


Культурний центр та студентський гуртожиток у центрі Торонта. 


Дирекція, працівники та члени Інституту віддано працюють на розвиток та 
поширення української культури в умовах багатонаціональної Канади. 


З нагоди свята бажаємо Україні і далі зміцнювати демократію та незалежність, 
піднятися економічно і згуртуватися у розвитку культури та свобод. 


ST. VLADIMIR INSTITUTE 
620 Spadina Ave. « Toronto, ON M5S 2H4 
tel. 416-923-3318 ¢ fax: 416-923-8266 
svi@stvladimir.ca * www.stvladimir.ca 
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Кримські депутати беруться 
за статус російської мови 


Володимир Притула, Радіо Свобода 

Кримські депутати беруться за статус російської 
мови і за зміни до конституції автономії. 2 серпня 
на засіданні робочої групи з питань розвитку мов у 
Криму вони вирішили винести на розгляд най- 
ближчих сесій Верховної Ради АРК пропозиції щодо 
проведення загальнокримського референдуму про 
державний статус російської мови. А ще розпочати 
підготовку до змін у конституції Криму. 

Керівник Робочої групи з мовних питань 1-й віце- 
спікер кримського парламенту і лідер Російської 
громади Криму Сергій Цеков закликає робочу групу 
з підготовки питання "Про забезпечення функ- 
ціонування державної, російської та інших націо- 
нальних мов в АРК" зосередитися на головному. В 
Сімферополі відбулися депутатські слухання на цю 
ж тему, але через різне бачення учасниками роз- 
в'язання мовних проблем Криму, рекомендації слу- 
хань на голосування не виносилися. 

Тепер робоча група, 6 членів якої з 8 присутніх на 
засіданні є членами Російської громади Криму, 
остаточно затвердила ці рекомендації. Перша з них 
- провести загальнокримський референдум про 
державний статус російської мови. 

Каже Сергій Цеков: "Три чверті кримчан сказали 
під час перепису, що російська мова є рідною. Ду- 
маю, якщо ми проведемо референдум, то отримаємо 


результати ще кращі - можливо, 90% тих, хто 
прийде на виборчі дільниці, висловляться за надання 
російській мові статусу державної на Україні". 

Ще одна пропозиція виникла цілком неочікувано, 
але була підтримана робочою групою майже 
одноголосно -- про підготовку змін до конституції 
АРК. 

Сергій Цеков: "Відчувається, що сьогодні назріла 
серйозна робота над внесенням змін і доповнень до 
конституції АРК. Тож ми ухвалили рішення про- 
вести дуже серйозне обговорення на парламент- 
ських слуханнях з конституції Автономної Рес- 
публіки Крим". 

Втім, член робочої групи, депутат кримського 
парламенту від Блоку Наталі Вітренко Валерій 
Іванов заявив, що вимагатиме розгляду питання про 
зміни в кримській конституції, які суттєво розши- 
рять повноваження Криму, уже на найближчій сесії: 

"Якщо ми затягнемо внесення змін до конституції 
Криму на рік-два, як це дехто пропонує, то все буде 
українською мовою i тоді вже не буде ні Ради мініс- 
трів автономії, ні Верховної Ради, а буде Кримська 
область". 

Коментуючи такі плани автономних депутатів, 
відомий кримський аналітик Микола Семена сказав, 
що це лише свідчить про нездатність нової кримської 
влади ставити і вирішувати реальні проблеми регіону. 


Бути чи не бути військовому 
Сухопутному інституту у Львові? 


Галина Терещук, Радіо Свобода 

У Львові працювала робоча група від Комітету 
Верховної Ради України з питань національної 
безпеки і оборони, яка вивчала стан справ зі ство- 
ренням у місті на базі діючого військового інституту 
єдиного вузу сухопутних військ. Наразі такий інсти- 
тут діє в Одесі, але за постановою Кабінету міністрів 
його планують перенести у Львів, а в Одесі лікві- 
дувати... 

Приїзд до Львова групи депутатів від БЮТ i Нашої 
України зумовлений заявою представників партій 
Регіони, СПУ та KITY про неправомірність переба- 
зування Інституту сухопутних військ з Одеси до 
Львова. Самі ж представники цих партій поїздку до 
Львова проігнорували. 

До народних обранців - регіоналів звернулась рада 
офіцерів Одеського інституту залишити цей інсти- 
тут в їхньому місті. Відтак парламентарі ініціювали 
розгляд питання повторно. Робоча група в непов- 
ному складі ознайомилась з військовим інститутом 
у Львові, на базі якого планують з 1-го вересня 
створити, згідно з постановою Кабінету міністрів, 
єдиний в Україні Інститут сухопутних військ. Аргу-- 
мент депутата - регіонала Миколи Азарова про те, 
що викладачі інституту з Одеси не можуть переїхати 
до Львова через житлову проблему, у Львові обіця- 


гівлю. 


ють вирішити. Мерія готова виділити земельну ді- 
лянку для будівництва житла для викладачів. Ті, хто 
ще не досягнув пенсійного віку, будуть праце- 
влаштовані в Одесі, пообіцяв у Львові представник 
Міноборони. До Львова переїдуть студенти 2-3 
курсів, а 4 і 5 завершуватимуть навчання в Одесі. 

У військовому інституті у Львові, історія якого 
розпочалась 107 років тому, створені належні умови 
для навчання та відпочинку курсантів. Таку оцінку 
не приховували представники робочої групи. 
Парламентарій Микола Петрук: 

- Якщо це питання щодо перенесення вузу пере- 
глядатиметься, то буде завдана шкода для Збройних 
Сил і освіти. 

Депутат Верховної Ради України Лев Гнатенко: - 
Ситуація є політичною. Тут більшу роль грає полі- 
тична площина. 

У Львові усі корпуси для навчання і проживання, 
на відміну від Одеси, розташовані на одній території, 
адо полігону відстань утричі менша. Уже завтра ро- 
боча депутатська група у повному складі знайомити- 
меться з військовим інститутом в Одесі. Зі своїми 
висновками вона ознайомить Президента України 1 
парламентарів, які повинні ухвалити рішення до 1 
вересня. Втім, останнє слово у цій уже політичній, 
а не освітньо-військовій проблемі, за Президентом. 


Посол США не впевнений, що 


в Україні криза закінчилася 


(Українська правда/Остров)- Посол США в Україні Вільям Тейлор 
не впевнений, що в майбутньому в Україні не буде політичної кризи. 

Про це він сказав, відповідаючи 9 серпня в Донецьку на питання 
журналістів, чи можна вважати формування уряду Януковича 
закінченням політичної кризи в Україні. 

"Є люди, і ми їх знаємо, які дуже впевнені, що мають відбутися 
вибори зараз. | Ti люди, з якими я розмовляв, вони переконували мене, 
що будуть діяти в рамках Конституції у своїх зусиллях щодо того, 
щоб відбулися наступні вибори" - аргументував посол. 

"Ми вважаємо, що це законно, це частина політичної діяльності, 
частина демократії. Як я сказав раніше, ми виступаємо за посилення 
демократії", - заявив Тейлор. 

Він також розповів, що українські товари охоче купуються в США. 
За словами посла, "українська продукція вітається в США, а деякі з 
товарів продаються в Америці краще, ніж інші". 

Американський посол висловив упевненість у тому, що найближчим 
часом буде спостерігатися приплив іноземних інвестицій в Україну, 
що дозволить розширити двосторонню україно-американську TOp— 


Також посол розповів, що американські інженери, які прибули в 
Феодосію, знали про те, що відповідно до українського законодавства 
вони не мають права брати участь у міжнародних військових HaB— 
чаннях. При цьому він пояснив, що насправді американські резервісти 
повинні були провести комплекс підготовки, що передував би навч-- 
альним заходам. 

"Заходи, які ми здійснювали у Феодосії, були підготовчими для 
організації навчань", - сказав посол. 
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Japanese Cossack makes а plommace to Ukraine 


Charlie Sakumachuk to 


perform at Bloor West Festival 
By Yoko Masagaki 

In the summer of 2005, Japanese Cossack 
Charlie Sakumachuk, a member of the 
Verkhovyna Song and Dance Ensemble of 
Edmonton finally stepped on his long-time 
dreamland, Ukraine. He wanted to find out if 
his images of the land were correct, as he had 
visualized Ukraine as "the last unexplored ter- 
ritory". In order for Charlie to realize his 
dream he needed to get something more than 

just a simple tourist visit from his trip, he had 
to make connections that would allow him to 
study Bandura and dance in depth, thus giv- 
ing him more insight into the Ukrainian cul- 
ture. Since Charlie is a Japanese native, lan- 
guage ability would also pose a challenge for 
him, so he gathered information on "The In- 
ternational Summer School of Ukrainian 
Dance" (Two week workshop in Kyiv) from 
Stephanie Blahun who was a former execu- 
tive director of AUDA and formed a plan to 
begin his study travels abroad. 

Just before his trip to Ukraine, Charlie had 
been given a chance by Ruta Yawney to play 
his bandura for the talent competition at 40th 
anniversary of CNUF (Canada's National 
Ukrainian Festival) in Dauphin, Man. Yawney 
is a famous bandurist in B.C. and she knew 
Charlie's bandura skills from his work on her 
previous CD. On the way back to Edmonton 
to catch his flight to Ukraine, Charlie thanked 
her for this opportunity by telling her his ex- 
citing news that the color of the medal on his 
neck received from the competition shined 
gold. 

It was already the third day at the dance 
workshop he had arranged to take by the time 
he arrived in Kyiv on Aug. 3 2005. The class 
consisted of fifteen participants from all over 
the world. Having two separate_locations for 
lessons made this workshop very unique but 
tough for the dancers. The National Univer- 
sity of Arts and Culture was open for the 
morning sessions and in the afternoon it was 
at the Virsky National Dance Company of 
Ukraine. Learning a new very physical style 
of dance was demanding for Charlie. From 
this type of workshop those with the ability 
were hoping to become professional dancers 
or instructors. Although the lessons were 
tough, strong bonds have grown as a result of 
their efforts. They often helped each other for 
meals by taking turns at cooking as this work- 
shop provided the minimum services for the 
Stay such as self-catering system. 

Through a short trip to Lviv arranged by 
the workshop, he made some good friends and 
they later on became the key people for his 
plans to be real. "My first day at the session, I 
was a lost child. But the trip to Lviv brought 
me lots of energy! This workshop was incred- 
ible! We even had a Bayan player for the bar 


IHOR ZORIY 
“Lviv Bandura Trio” : Left to Right: Oleh Sozansky, Taras Lazurkevych, Charlie Sakumachuk. 
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lessons! Oh, The Great Ukraine! Music is still 
alive in people's hearts in this country!" Char- 
lie also recalled about the special day to see 
the rehearsal of Virsky. "I felt a lot of soul 
from their performance. I was so lucky to be 
there!" A positive comment on Charlie's per- 
formance by the chief trainer of the Virsky 
made this journey to Ukraine a very special 
one for him. On the last day of the workshop, 
the class performed before a large audience 
for their promenade. 

At the end of August, Charlie was in Kyiv 
to witness the Ukrainian Independence day 
and to develop his bandura skills. Olha Sly- 
epukhina became Charlie's right hand for 
helping to purchase the instrument. Olha 
whom he met earlier on from the Lviv trip 
helped to find the way to "Trembita," which 
is the one and only Bandura factory in the 
world to get his custom-made bandura from. 
He had previously ordered it in Canada via 
Internet. After much strife the instrument fi- 
nally landed in its owner's arms. 

On the Ukrainian Independence day, Aug. 
24, 2005, Charlie received a call from Andriy 
Boutch, who works for the Embassy of Japan 
in Kyiv. "Where are you, Charlie? The Ukrai- 
nian National Broadcast is looking for you!" 
Andriy and his friend, Motohiro Ono, who is 
the chairman of the Japan-Ukraine Cultural 
Relations Society, had a connection with the 
TV crew to bring Charlie up to appear on a 
Ukrainian TV show. The Taras Shevchenko 
Memorial Park, the very special place for 
Ukrainians was the back scene for Charlie's 
bandura exhibition. This TV program was lat- 
er seen by many people all over the world on 


the Internet. Charlie had no chance to enjoy 
the Ukrainian Birthday because of the TV 
shooting but it became all worth it. 

Charlie has many Ukrainian Canadian 
friends in Canada. Most of them are descend- 
ed from western Ukraine and that area had 
been recognized as the centre of Ukrainian 
culture compared to the east side of Ukraine 
with its Russian economic influence. In Lviv 
he was eager to learn how to play the Lviv 
style bandura with his brand new custom- 
made instrument. 

Charlie met Ihor Zoriy. He was a manager 
of the Ukrainian Pavilion at Expo Japan 2005. 
Both Charlie and thor felt that they had known 
each other forever as they started talking at a 
café in central Lviv even though they just met 
for the very first time. Ihor took Charlie to 
Lviv Polytechnic National University Japa- 
nese Study where he works at as a Japanese 
culture and language teacher. He is also a 
master of traditional Japanese sword martial 
arts. This career made [hor very unique in 
Ukraine. Шог had no hesitations becoming а 
Kagemusha (body double) for Charlie. They 
both visited Prof. Vasyl Herasymenko, one of 
the founders of the Lviv master Bandura. Prof. 
Herasymenko arranged Taras Lazurkevych, 
one of his best students to serve as an instruc- 
tor for Charlie's bandura lessons. 

Charlie's busy but fun days in Lviv started. 
In the morning, he took his Bandura lessons 
from Taras at Solomiya Krushelnytska music 
boarding school with Thor as his translator. In 
the afternoon, Charlie was in Thor's Japanese 
classes at the Ivan Franko National Universi- 
ty of Lviv to help with the students! studies. 


Thor knew several nice cafés to satisfy Char- 
lie's cravings for delicious cakes. Charlie took 
some time out from his busy schedules for a 
hike to the highest Carpathian mountain. An- 
driy Bandrivsky was his guide and Andriy and 
his friends took him to the Hutsul Festival in 
Rahiv. At night they enjoyed singing songs 
by the campfire. This hiking trip added to 
Charlie's good memories in Ukraine. 

When he was visiting Prof. Herasymenko 
in his apartment with Thor, Charlie mentioned 
about buying a spare bandura. A few moments 
later, Prof. Herasymenko disappeared. When 
he came back to the living room, there was a 
bandura in his hand. It was а "Lyivyanka," an 
old style of Lviv Bandura with a beautiful 
sound. This type of bandura is a discontinued 
model. Prof. Herasymenko told them about 
its background. It had been to Japan in 1977 
with his daughter who was a bandura player 
as well. Today Prof. Herasymenko had been 
offered large sums from several museums for 
the instrument, but he decided to pass it on to 
this Japanese native player for a reasonable 
price hoping that this Cossack would carry 
on their culture for Ukraine. 

As a Japanese native Cossack and bandura 
player, he drew a lot of attention from the 
media. Charlie used the opportunity to send 
Ukrainian people a message about how won- 
derful their culture was. And he noticed a big 
difference between the people in Kyiv and 
Lviv through his travels back and forth. "The 
smiles!" said Charlie. People in Lviv gave 
Charlie big smiles as they recognized him 
from the media appearance. Charlie had fi- 
nally found his hometown in Ukraine. 

It was getting closer to the end of Charlie's 
journey in his dreamland. He invited all his 
friends to an authentic Ukrainian cuisine res- 
taurant in return for their help. They all had a 
fun time wishing Charlie a safe trip home. It 
has been almost a year since his trip to 
Ukraine, but Charlie still keeps in touch with 
his friends. Charlie looks back at this journey 
and thinks nothing but the friendship he made. 
When Charlie offered to pay Olha Slyepukhi- 
na and Thor Zoriy for their services they re- 
fused to take it. "I would not charge any mon- 
ey from my friend!" said Olha. "We are now 
best friends!" said Ihor with a smile. Alberta 
Foundation for the Arts and The Serge Ere- 
menko Music Scholarship are also thanked 
by Charlie for their financial support for his 

journey. 

Dunai, the Ukrainian dance group Charlie 
belongs to will fly over to Toronto for their 
performance at the Bloor West Village Ukrai- 
nian Festival held Aug. 25-27. Charlie is ex- 
cited to be on the stage at the best Ukrainian 
festival in the world to show what he had 
learnt in Ukraine. It is expected to be his best 
performance to date. Charlie will carry his 
special feelings into the performance acquired 
from his stay in Ukraine. 


Bloor West Village Ukrainian Festival celebrates 10th anniversary 


(Bloor West Festival)-Experience the best of Ukrainian 
dance, art, music and hospitality on Bloor Street West, at Jane 
Street and Runnymede Road in Toronto. This year’s lineup 
of entertainment and attractions will delight the whole fam- 
ily! 

In honour of our 10th Anniversary, the Bloor West Village 
Ukrainian Festival is growing once again! This year’s fes- 
tivities will extend two more blocks eastward to 
Glendonwynne Road. Be sure to visit us on the other side of 
Runnymede! 

The excitement begins Friday, Aug. 25 as Bloor Street West 
is transformed into a lively pedestrian zone beginning at 6:00 
pm. Our Festival Main stage at Jane Street - sponsored in 
part by Stagevision - and the Windermere Avenue Youth Stage 
— co-sponsored by The Ukrainian Canadian Foundation of 
Taras Shevchenko and Buduchnist Credit Union — will show- 
case dance and music acts from across Canada, USA and 
Ukraine. Bring the kids to our Children’s Midway for fun, 
rides and games. Sample tasty Ukrainian fare in our food and 
beverage gardens, then stay for our Friday night zabava (street 
dance) at the Main stage and at the Windermere Stage. 

On Saturday morning come down early to visit our many 
vendor kiosks and information booths and soak up the rich 


culture and heritage of the Ukrainian community. This year 
we are proud to introduce a literary corner featuring contrib- 
uting authors of the anthology Kobzar’s Children: A Century 
of Untold Ukrainian Stories, edited by Marsha Forchuk 
Skrypuch. Be sure to pick up your autographed copy of this 
fascinating collection of works documenting the Ukrainian 
experience of the past 100 years. 

At 11:00 am Saturday the traditional parade kicks off at 
High Park and travels west along Bloor Street West to Jane 
Street. We are thrilled to welcome as this year’s Festival 
Marshall Senator Raynell Andreychuk, as well as our 
marshalls from the past 10 years, to lead the many colourful 
bands, dance troupes and floats through Bloor West Village. 

Musical and dance performances continue all day Satur- 
day and Sunday on both festival stages. Take in the electrify- 
ing and often gravity-defying moves of some of North 
America’s finest Ukrainian dance ensembles, as well as vo- 
cal and instrumental acts. 

As day turns to night, Cabaret performances continue on 
the main stage and include feature performers Chornomor, 
true kozaks in full regalia direct from Odesa. The vocal en- 
semble Pid Oblachkom, a favourite festival act for many years, 
will launch their new CD at this year’s 10th Anniversary cel- 


ebration and their show is being sponsored by Caravan Lo- 
gistics Inc. 

Try your hand at Ukrainian steps, kicks and twirls at our 

Learn to Dance sessions on the Windermere Youth Stage. 
Then, fuel up with perogies and kobassa at our food and bey- 
erage gardens and dance the night away at our Saturday 
zabava. 
Our many performers, kiosks and attractions will continue to 
entertain crowds from 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m on Sunday, 
August 27th. Keep your camera handy as this year’s festival 
features a photo contest for our visitors with great prizes, so 
take your best shot and visit our website for details on sub- 
mitting your entry. 

Since its inception in 1997, the annual festival has grown 
to include visitors of all ages and cultural backgrounds. Over 
400,000 people visited the 2005 Ukrainian Festival from 
across North America and Europe. We thank the Bloor West 
Village Business Improvement Area for their partnership in 
our festivities. 

The Ontario Trillium Foundation, an agency of the Minis- 
try of Culture, receives annually $100 million of government 
funding generated through Ontario’s charity casino initiative. 
We gratefully acknowledge the support of the OTF. 


Учасники "Свята Весни" 
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Пластуни відзначають щорічне "Свято Весни" 


(Пласт)--Під проводом станичного 
Маркіяна Лазурка та бунчужної Олесі 
Маркевич, 28 травня 2006 року міський 
парк "Лор'є" став свідком дружнього 
збіговиська на природі едмонтонської 
пластової родини під час нашого ста- 
ничного "Свята Весни", де присутні відчули 
також приналежність до світової пластової 
спільноти і до славного козацького роду 
України. 

У наказі, відчитаному на початку одно-- 
денного свята згадувалося про сумне двад- 
цятьліття чорнобильської катастрофи. Як 
члени української громади в Едмонтоні, 
пластуни зустрічали круглу дату в примі- 
щенні міської ради, а також організували 
різні поминальні заходи в школах, засобах 
масової інформації. Зокрема у наказі від- 
значено захід роздачі насіння соняшників 
учням школи св. Мартина, організованого 
юнацькою зв'язковою Катрусею Доліш-- 
ньою, завдяки котрому зібрано 900 дол. на 
канадський фонд "Дітей Чорнобиля". 
Хвилиною мовчанки пластуни вшанували 
пам'ять тих людей, котрі постраждали від 
наслідків страшного ядерного вибуху, в т.ч. 
пожежників, медичних працівників і 
військових, котрі сповняли наказ, ідучи на 
поміч та віддали своє життя для порятунку 
інших. 

- Життя в Пласті нас навчає старатися 
завжди бути щораз кращим, помагати 
іншим. У нашій станиці маємо особливо 


прекрасний приклад цеї постійної, 
добровільної посвяти в осередку сеньйорів 
(віку з 36 рр.), улад котрих по цілому світі 
святкує цього року сімдесятп'ятьліття. 
Станичний провід закликав присутніх 
подумати про всі ті способи, котрими 
дорогі наші пластуни-сеньйори допомагали 
встановити едмонтонську станицю, розви-- 
вати її діяльність та за понад SO літ її icHy— 
вання виховати багато поколінь провід- 
ників української громади та богобоязних 
членів канадського суспільства. Пластуни 
грімким "Слава!" їм подякували за їхню 
жертвенність, мудрість і любов. | 

З виховної сторони урочисто відзначено 
Зоряну Боцюрків, Арету Грищук, Юлію 
Дитиняк, Лесю Стефанів i Адріянну Тов- 
стюк, котрі цього року поїхали на вишкіл 
юнацьких виховників в Торонті. 

Якщо подумати про різні способи, кот- 
рими пластуни допомагають своїй станиці, 
то не на останньому місці є матеріяльна 
підтримка. Цього року у нашій домівці 
зроблені великі ремонти в новацьких KiM— 
натах і накухні. У наказі до "Свята Весни" 
висловлено подяку всім, хто помагав 1 
помагає у цій важливій справі, особливо 
відзначено величезний вклад Христі та 
Павла Тетеренків у плянуванні та пере- 
веденні ремонтів. 

Едмонтонським пластунам також було 
повідомлено про новини Пласту на крайо- 
вому рівні, котрі впливатимуть на наші 


зайняття впродовж наступного року. З 
резолюцій XXVI Крайових нарад, котрі 
відбулися на початку березня ц.р. в Торонті, 
виділено наступні: З 

» Щодо Рідної школи: Станицям доручено 
до кінця червня ц.р. перевірити стан участи 
новаків 1 новачок у рідних школах або 
інших україномовних програмах; пригадати 
батькам, що Пласт ставить участь у таких 
школах чи програмах, як передумову 
членства в Пласті. 

» Щодо новацького вишколу: Після ве- 
ликих зусиль з боку проводу едмонтонської 
станиці зокрема, доручено референтурі 
пластового новацтва (дітей віком 6-11 рр.) 
розпочати працю над розробленням дводен- 
ної або триденної програми вишколу брат- 
чиків/сестричок-виховників для дорослих 
членів Пласту і для батьків, та в цій справі 
використати готовість осередку пластунів- 
сеньйорів в Едмонтоні до співпраці. 

» Щодо Ювілейного Міжкрайового Плас- 
тового З'їзду: Декілька резолюцій та реко- 
мендацій цьогорічних крайових нарад прис- 
вячено підготовці до міжнародного плас- 
тового з'їзду, котрий відбудеться в серпні 
2007 року в Онтаріо та Квебеку за участі 
пластунів з усіх сторін світу. Зокрема, 
булава старших пластунів (молодь віку 18— 
35 рр.) закликає своїх членів активно 
включитися у плянуванні таборів та у ви- 
ховній праці під час з'їзду. 

В подальшу програму "Свята Весни" 


увійшли зайняття по уладах, теренова гра 
та Молебень, відслужений просто неба 
капелянами Пласту 00. Білоусом i Тара- 
сенком. Далі подали усім смачну вечер'ю, 
організовану батьківською допоміжньою 
ланкою станиці Пластприятом (голова 
Світлана Семенко). Святковий день закін- 
чився традиційною пластовою ватрою, під 
час котрої дівчата і хлопці (віку 12-17 рр.) 
юнацьких куренів ім. Уляни Кравченко та 
ім. Петра Сагайдачного виступали з 
піснями і веселими точками. 

Станичним "Святом Весни" завершу-- 
ється регулярна (щотижнева) діяльність 
юнацьких гуртків і новацьких роїв, 
спрямована на виконання вимог до 
ступеневих проб і вмілостей, підготовці до 
літніх таборів на природі. (Рік розпочи- 
нається у вересні, коли відбувається "день 
відкритих дверей" та реєстрація в едмон-- 
тонській домівці.) Цього літа юнацтво 
таборуватиме в північному Саскачевані на 
канойках, а новацтво - на “Ocemi” над 
Голубиним озером. Як і в кожній скавтській 
організації, життя в Пласті підчиняється 
Законові любити Бога 1 Україну, помагати 
іншим. 

За подальшими інформаціями просимо 
звертатися е-поштою до 
<edmontonplast@yahoo.com>. Адреса 
Пластової домівки: Ukrainian Youth Asso- 
ciation Plast, 10150 — 79 St., Edmonton AB, 
T6A 3G3. 


Коротко 


Хліба буде багато 

Іван Неживий 

(КБУВ)--Міністр аграрної політики Олександр 
Баранівський заявляє, що цього року Україна матиме 
хороший урожай зернових культур - приблизно 40 
міліонів тонн. Це дозволить експортувати хліб у ще 
більших обсягах, ніж торік, на рівні 13 млн тонн. Середня 
врожайність зерна очікується 26 центнерів з гектара. 


Ще одна українська красуня 

(KBYB)— 17-річна Марина Чухрій з Вінниці здобула 
титул віце-міс світу серед глухонімих дівчат за підсумками 
конкурсу, що пройшов у Празі. 


Що коштує підкуп депутатів 

(КБУВ)- Свідчення народного депутата України 
Володимира Яворівського - Розповідають, що молодим 
депутатам дають по два мільйони доларів, а старшим — до 
шести. Я жартував із одним "регіоналом": 7 Ну скільки 6 
за мене дали?" - "За тебе? Мабуть, міліонів 10”. Приємно 
усвідомлювати, що коштуєш 10 мільйонів... 


Кравченка таки вбили? 

Віталій Сокур 

(КБУВ) -Міністр внутрішніх справ України Юрій Лу- 
ценко повідомив Генеральну прокуратуру про наявність у 
нього інформації, яка спростовує попередні офіційні вис- 
новки про самогубство Юрія Кравченка (головного мілі- 
ціонера при попередньому Президентові Л.Кучмі). Гене- 
ральна прокуратура відновила розслідування причин смер- 
ті колишнього урядовця. Ю. Кравченка було знайдено мер- 
твим з вогнепальними ранами у його заміському будинку 
вранці 4 березня 2005 року, коли він мав їхати на допит до 
Генпрокуратури у справі вбивства журналіста I. Гонгадзе. 


еВітрами й сонцем Бог мій 
шлях намітив..." 


В Україні вперше офіційно вшановують пам'ять Олени Теліги 


Юлія Рацибарська, Радіо Свобода 
Цього року в Україні вперше на офіційному рівні вша-- 
новують пам'ять визначної поетеси-патріотки, розстрі- 
ляної фашистами в Бабиному Яру, Олени Теліги. У 
Дніпропетровську цими вихідними відбулося урочисте 
зібрання, присвячене 100-річчю з дня народження поетеси, 
— «Вітрами й сонцем Бог мій шлях намітив...». 
Урочистості були скромними. До залу діорами істо- 
ричного музею зібралося близько сотні членів жіночого 
товариства імені Олени Теліги, представників місцевої 
письменницької організації та творчої молоді. Звучали 
вірші Олени Теліги, які так і не побачили світ за її життя 
і замовчувались довгий час після її смерті, твори молодих 
письменників, присвячені цій непересічній людині. 
Голова обласної організації Жіночого товариства, що 
носить ім'я поетеси, Тамара Шаравара жалкує, що наразі 
творчість Олени Теліги вивчається в школах факуль- 
тативно. Її книги є у крамницях та бібліотеках, але — не 
так багато, і тільки перший том. Тамара Шаравара: 
«Багато видано творів Олени Теліги. Якщо раніше це були 
рідкісні видання, тепер уже «О крає мій», дуже гарна 
книга, є 1B Дніпропетровську. Ми закупили цю книгу для 
всіх бібліотек- - міських, районних. Потім вийшла друга 
книга -- продовження -- «Листи і спогади». Тепер би 
бажано було закупити другий том — «Листи і спогади». 
Та чи будуть вивчати ці книги? Я поцікавилась думками 
представників юного покоління дніпропетровських 
прозаїків i поетів. 23-річна письменниця Наталка Дев'ятко 
не пам'ятає поезій Олени Теліги зі шкільної програми. 


«Нам просто наша вчителька читала дещо. А я не 
пам'ятаю, щоб це було в програмі. Як на мене, шкільна 
програма побудована не дуже гарно. Таке враження, що 
вибирають якісь твори, які не будуть цікаві школяру, щоб 
людина не любила потім читати». 

Молодим поетам Кирилові Гриньку та Вірі Горицвіт по-- 
щастило більше. Кирило - - зараз курсант київської війсь-- 
кової академії — ім'я Олени Теліги почув вперше ще у 
сьомому класі, коли брав участь у Всеукраїнському літе-- 
ратурному конкурсі її імені і став переможцем. З того часу 
захоплюється публіцистикою Олени Теліги. 

«Її публіцистика настільки актуальна зараз! Сказано 
свіжо, саме молодими словами, свіжими, запальними 
думками. Це - -те, що зрозуміло», сказав Кирило Гринько. 

А юна поетеса Віра Горицвіт познайомилась з віршами 
Олени Теліги під час навчання у спеціалізованому ліцеї. 
Каже, там поетів «празької» школи вивчали глибоко. 
Олені Телізі присвячені власні твори, зокрема вірш 
«Жанна». 

«Взагалі жінка завжди асоціюється зі слабкою такою... 
На неї навіть говорять слабка частина людства. Але про 
Олену Телігу такого не можна сказати. Це — надзвичайний 
приклад для всіх. 

...Руані Київ... 

На п'ять століть — одні небеса. 

І хто з чола тобі кров хоч змиє? 

Вкраїна? Ти їй слуга і васал... 

Написала про Олену Телігу юна дніпропетровська 
поетеса Віра Горицвіт. 
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Our Beloved 


We celebrate a glorious life, that in 19 short years, 
touched so many hearts with so much love, that with 
our Archbishop Yurij’s blessing, Vasylko lay in state in 
our Cathedral, where over 2,000 came to the Panachyda 
to declare their grieving, loss and love. Even more came 
the next day to the funeral. 

His young contemporaries came in all colours and 
creeds. Orthodox, Catholic, Protestant, Muslim and 
Buddhists, gathered strength and prayed together in the 
Cathedral. They may not have understood the words 
of the prayers sung in Ukrainian, but they told us that 
they felt the depth of the fervent prayers and the re- 
sponses sung by your beloved Capella Bandura Broth- 
ers and over 60 voices of the choir. All this in the Ca- 
thedral which he loved and where he served since his 
Baba Ruzia sewed him his special Stychar (altar boy 
robe) when he was five years old, and up to his last 
service in his 19th birthday, this last April 2. His fel- 
low readers held an overnight vigil of prayers and 
psalms, just to be with him. 

Vasylko studied advanced mathematics at Kumon, 
where he stood in the top 10 percentile in North 
America. He was already ill when he wrote his last 
Chemistry exam, and although he just couldn’t finish, 
he got 87% and apologized, that if he would have fin- 
ished, he may have easily hit the 90’s. He also mentored 
fellow students in his class, to do their very best. He 
was excited that he was accepted to four colleges, and 
knew exactly what he wanted to excel in. He had al- 
ready established the roadmap for his future. 

Will’s athletic abilities were natural and outstand- 
ing, particularly in skiing, snow boarding, basketball, 
volleyball, soccer and track and field. He won several 
gold medals in skiing at his favourite Holimont Ski 
Club in Ellicottville, NY. 

Will’s true strength was his inner magnet that drew 
everyone who had goodness and love in their hearts. 
Hundreds of beautiful girls declared how they loved 
him genuinely, and his male friends learned that grown 
men do cry, and hugging was good as an expression of 
love. He was the model for every life he touched. From 
his hospital bed he even made sure that his Dido’s birth- 
day would be celebrated in the company of Dido’s 
grandchildren at the annual Blue Joy outing, but we 
had to take a rain check for him. 

His sister Katya always loved to hug him, and im- 
mediately declared, that as his older sister, her job was 
to be Will’s official tormentor. He let her do it because 
he knew that with his consent she would not enjoy it. 


i of 
William (Will) Clement Chewchuk 
April 2, 1987 - July 11, 2006 


Will and Katya became bound to each other, closer than 
anyone could be, right to the end, and forever in their 
hearts. 

As a talented bandura musician and gifted with a deep 
bass voice, Will was a proud member of the Canadian 
Bandurists Cappella for the past five years, where he 
bonded deeply with his choir brothers. Every Thurs- 
day rehearsal was a special outing with his father and 
his bandura family. All this is the result of the upbring- 
ing of Will’s loving mother Gloria, and his father Walter, 
whose loss of their fourth generation Kozak is unimag- 
inable. Your Dido Wasyl, Baba Ruzia, Baba Valia, Teta 
Katrusia, Dyiadko Igor, Chresna Irene, Chresny Jaro 
and your loving cousins, Sasha, Jamie, Simon and 
Christina will never forget you. 

Sleep gently in the Lord, sweet Prince. 

Vichnaya Pamyiat 

(From the eulogy given by Dido William Sametz) 


Salomea Drozdowska 
(Semotiuk) passes away 


It is with great sadness the family of Salomea 
Drozdowska announces her passing on Sunday, August 
6, 2006 at the age of 95 years. Salomea will be lov- 
ingly remembered by her son, Andriy; her daughter in 
law, Ann; grandchildren, Mark and Natalie; as well as 
other friends and loved ones. 

Born in Pidhajci, Ukraine in 1911, Salomea lost most 
of her hearing due to spinal meningitis and Scarlet fe- 
ver at a young age. She grew up with her older sister 
Olena and her younger brother Alexander in 
Drohobych. Her father Julian Drozdowsky was a judge 
in oil and gas matters. Her mother Maria was a com- 
munity activist and sister of Salomea Krushelnytska, 
an internationally famous opera singer who sang with 
Caruso and other stars in opera theaters throughout the 
world in the early 1900s. Salomea was proud to be 
named after her aunt, especially because her aunt helped 
Puccini raise the opera Madame Butterfly to interna- 
tional acclaim from obscurity after singing the lead role 
of Chio Chio San. 

- In 1939 when Western Ukraine came under Soviet 
occupation her brother Alexander, then a lawyer, was 
arrested and later killed by the Soviet secret police. This 
was her life’s darkest moment. In the following years, 
under Nazi occupation she ran a seamstress shop and 
despite great danger, employed a Jewish girl when this 
was illegal. Later uprooted by the war, Salomea criss- 
crossed war-torn Europe ending up in a displaced per- 
sons camp in Salzburg, Austria. 

She was one of the first refugees to immigrate to 
Canada in 1948. Her first days in Canada were very 
difficult. Starting out on the farms, she came to 
Edmonton working odd jobs until finally she met Wasy] 
Semotiuk who she then looked after until his death in 
1958. She raised their son Andriy on her own until they 


moved to Vancouver in 1967. There she took up paint- 
ing, explored the Vancouver waterfront, and particu- 
larly delighted in walking on the beaches when the tide 
was out or taking the ferry to Nanaimo. These were 
some of her brightest days. 

In 1979 Salomea moved back to Edmonton to join 
her son Andriy and his wife Ann. She enjoyed making 
frequent trips to Los Angeles to visit her sister Olena 
who ended up there after the war. In the years that fol- 
lowed she made several trips to Ukraine and always 
had an interest in that country’s struggle for indepen- 
dence and freedom. 

In 1982 her grandson Mark, and in 1986 her grand- 
daughter Natalie added new joy to her life. She taught 
them the importance of being decent human beings and 
instilled in them a love for their cultural heritage. 
“Ukraine is not some far away land,” she would say. 
Pointing to her heart, she would tell them “Ukraine is 
here.” 

In 1999, after several mishaps that hospitalized her, 
she moved to St. Michael’s lodge where she lived for 
two years before being transferred to the nursing home. 
She lived out her last years there with frequent visits 
with her son and his family. 

Although a woman of modest means she always do- 
nated generously to community and charitable causes. 
Although she suffered from tinnitus most of her life 
and felt socially marginalized by her hearing impair- 
ment, she managed to cope with these challenges by 
keeping busy, reading extensively in both English and 
Ukrainian and by corresponding with people all over 
the world. She will be remembered for her strong char- 
acter, fiercely independent spirit, pride in her heritage 
and her hats and white gloves which she always wore 
to add a touch of class to her life. 


Vasylko GCs threatened in Yalta 


(RISU)—The Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church (UGCC) community 
in, Crimea, wants to build a church but local lawyer O. Melnykoy is try- 
ing by court action and physical threats to stop this. The local Cossacks 
have also joined Melnykov in opposing the UGCC presence in the area. 
The press secretariate of the Odesa-Crimea Exarchate of the UGCC re- 
leased the information on July 25. 

As RISU reported previously, on Dec. 14, 2005, the claim of Melnykoy, 
requesting the cancellation of a decision of the Yalta City Council to grant 
the UGCC community land on which to build, was dismissed at a hearing. 

In 2006, Melnykov demanded that the court allow the St. Luke Ortho- 
dox Charitable Fund to build a church of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church- 
Moscow Patriarchate (UOC-MP) on the land allotted to the UGCC. The 
case was eventually closed, because Melnykov missed a number of court 
dates. Later, Melnykov tried through government offices to interfere with 
the formulation of the UGCC community’s documents for rent of the land. 

According to Fr. Ihor Havryliv, UGCC dean in Crimea and administra- 
tor of the parish of the Transfer of the Relics of St. Nicholas the Wonder- 
Worker in Yalta, the UGCC community in response decided to turn to the 
court and demanded that “the court force the city council to consider and 
approve the planned land development and sign a rental agreement.” 

Then on July 11 Melnikov forced his way into the apartment of the 
sacristan of the UGCC community and threatened him. The sacristan then 
immediately went to check the land allotment, where a group of youth 
had broken the fence. Fr. Havryliv then called the police. Later, near the 
residences of UGCC parishioners, shouts have been heard to the effect of 
“Get out of here, Banderites [nationalists]-Jesuits!” 

Melnykov is gathering the signatures of Yalta residents under a letter 
which calls them to “force the Uniates [Greek Catholics] out of Yalta.” He 
has publicly stated that “a war has begun with the Catholic and Protestant 
churches in Ukraine” and with threats he tells non-Orthodox to leave 
Crimea. 

Local Cossack groups, known for a pro-Russian attitude, have orga- 
nized protests against the UGCC presence in Yalta and Crimea. Accord- 
ing to Fr. Havryliv, Melnykov does not hide the fact that he will not stop 
fighting against the UGCC, for otherwise he will have problems with the 
Cossacks. 

Fr. Havryliv added that the prosecutor’s office has become involved, 
but he said that the new local government is fully on the side of the UOC- 
MP, which recently received two lots for church construction. “But for 
our church,” said Fr. Havryliv, “nothing is possible.” 


UOC-MP attack UOC-KP priest 


(8150) —In broad daylight Fr. Mykola, dean of the Koropa District for 
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church-Kyivan Patriarchate (UOC-KP), was at- 
tacked in Koropa, Chernihiv Region. 

According to witnesses, local ministers and faithful of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church-Moscow Patriarchate (UOC-MP) were responsible, re- 
ported obkom.net.ua, Aug. 8. 

Fr. Mykola and his family were visiting the Koropa Architectural-His- 
torical Museum. According to witnesses, approximately 30 local minis- 
ters and faithful of the UOC-MP entered the museum. They threatened Fr. 
Mykola in the museum, forced him outside, and beat him there, ripping 
off his cassock and cross. 

The police are taking statements from the victims and witnesses. 
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(NRCU/UkrNews)—The National Hockey League’s Stanley Cup 
ро Kuro Swim Championshi 
of the Carolina Hurricanes, who won the Cup after beating the Edmonton a p 10 5 Ір 5 
Oilers in the finals. (UkrNews/Eurosport)— Ukraine won 15 medals — 
presented to Ukrainian Ruslan Fedotenko. Се Swimming Championships held in Budapest, Hungary, 
In accordance with a tradition, every player of a team wining the cup July 31 — Aug. 7. 


Stanley Cup reaches Kyiv) Ukraine takes 15 medals at 
The 20kg award was delivered by Kyiv hockey player Anton Babchuk, 
This is the second time the Cup arrived in Ukraine. In 2004 it was | six Gold, four Silver and Five Bronze at the European 

has a right to take the cup to the native land for 24 hours. 


That put the country into fourth place behind Rus- 
ST. ANGELA'S ACADEMY Joseph Husak sia, Germany and France. 


Among the Gold Medal winners were Ganna 
I б wan PHOTOGRAPHER Khlystunova, Andriy Serdinov, Oleg Lisogor, Yulia 


Prokopchuk and Serhiy Breus. 
oN mo aon om 4 7 2 = 4 9 5 6 Khlystunova produced the swim of her career to take 
е Еатіїу Portraits (in your 


FAX: (306) 673-2635 the Gold medal in a new Championship Record of 

WEB SEARCH: 1:07.55, ahead of Britain’s Kirsty Balfour and Agnes 

ee eee ane house знання) 3 ae of Hungary in the women’s 100m Breaststroke 

on the ees eee з Маднндую з ан Newcomer Khlystunova said: “It’s my first major 

Р о ЗА є Staff Events й Conventions event and to win Gold at my first event with a Champi- 
"EDUCATE FOR LIFE" Graduations & Groups onship record is simply great.” 

She also added a warning for the future, saying: “My 

goal for the future is to set a World Record in this event.” 

Serdinov retained his 100 metres Butterfly crown in 
commanding style, taking the lead after the turn and 
accelerating away to win by the best part of a second. 

Serdinov — Olympic and world bronze medallist — 
clocked 51.95 to claim the Gold ahead of Frenchman 
Amaury Leveaux, who led at the turn but could not 
withstand the Ukrainian’s speed and took the Silver in 
52.76. 

Lisogor shared the Gold in the men’s 50-meter breast- 
stroke with Alessandro Terrin of Italy as both swim- 
mers finished in the same time. 

Prokopchuk won the women’s 10m platform diving 
title. She compiled 338.00 points from her five final 
dives to eclipse Austria’s Anja Richter (332.35) and 
Germany's Christin Steuer (330.40), with defending 
champion Tania Cagnotto of Italy back in ninth place. 
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Please fill out the form below and mail, along with a cheque or - : : 
money order payable to Ukrainian News to: "І finished 12th at last year’s world championships 
Ukrainian News and now I’m European champion. That’s really unbe- 


Suite 1, 12227 - 107 Avenue lievable,” the diminutive 19-year-old Ukrainian said. 

Edmonton, АВ, T5M 1Y9 Breus finished strongly to retain his men’s 50m But- 
terfly European crown in 23.41 seconds from World 
and Olympic 50 Freestyle silver medallist Duje 
Draganja of Croatia. 

Silver medals were won by Olexandr Volynets in the 
Men’s 50m Freestyle, Yuliya Pidlisna in the Women’s 
200 Breaststroke Iryna Amshennikova in the women.s 
200m backstroke and the Men’s 4x100m Medley team 
of Yuriy Yegoshyn, Andriy Serdinov, Oleg Lisogor and 


UKRAINIAN TV NETWORK Paes ee achat medals were Konstantin 


KYIV. LVIV Milyayev, in the men’s 10-meters platform diving, 
3 й ar Anton Zakharov and Roman Volodkov in the men’s Тор to Bottom: Yuliya Pidlisna swims in the 100m 
Philadelphia, Chicago, Sacramento synchronised platform diving, Oleg Lisogor in the 100- Breaststroke Final (Photo — LEN); Iulia Prokopchuk 


Toronto, Ottawa, Montreal, Alberta, ЕТОТЬ оо ЇСТИ | metre breastroke and Olena Fedorova and Kristina СО"Реїе5 inthe women's 10m MEO езадуоаляр: 
iSignenl @ woman's dissin залпи прання — Reuters/Peter Andrews); Andriy Serdinoy celebrates 


ized divi - after winning the men’s 100m butterfly event (Photo 
Seine ae — Reuters/Wolfgang Rattay). 


Sheva to end his career at Blues 
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БУДЬМО в КОНТАКТІ! 


Ву Chris Roberts, Belfast Telegraph, July 30, 2006 

Andriy Shevchenko has revealed that he wants to 

finish his career at Chelsea. 
The Ukraine international swapped AC Milan for Stam- 
ford Bridge this summer and, having started off his ca- 
reer at Dynamo Kyiv before heading for Italy, he is a 
loyal man. 

"І have only played for two teams and this will be 
my third,” said Shevchenko. 

“I hope in my head this is where I end my career. I 
hope to be happy here and hopefully that will be the 
last one.” 

Shevchenko left behind the corruption problems in 
Italy but he insisted he was as surprised as anyone by 
the match-fixing allegations which involved Milan as 
well as Juventus, Fiorentina and Lazio. 

“Tt is very difficult for me to understand what oc- 
curred in Italy,” said Shevchenko. 

“Reflecting back on games I find it very hard to be- 
lieve that there was something sinister going on with 
the players on the field. 

“T feel all the players gave their all and myself I know 
I gave maximum on the field so for me I cannot get my 
head around how this happened. I cannot really grasp 
the situation in Italy. 

“From a personal point of view I am happy that the 
sentence was reduced for AC Milan and they will play 
in the Champions League.” 


With Italy now behind him, Shevchenko is relishing 
a new challenge with the Barclays Premiership cham- 
pions. 

He said: “It is very difficult in life to reach a certain 
level but it’s even more difficult to stay there at that 
high level. 

“T have lived every single day with that philosophy 
and I need to maintain that level of excellence. 

“So this was the motivation I needed to carry myself 
forward. 

“Tt was just important that I was able to come to a 
club that had the same type of level I have. 

“Tt is a great opportunity for me and the family but it 
was also important I came to a club that were a great 
team. 

“Chelsea are already at the highest level and I hope I 
can help maintain Chelsea’s level of excellence.” 

Shevchenko is also looking forward to going head 
to head with Arsenal hitman Thierry Henry but he has 
dismissed any comparisons. 

The Ukraine international said: “He is a great player 
and certainly it is a nice thing to play in the same league 
as Thierry Henry. 

“Tt’s not fair to make comparisons because the char- 
acteristics of football players are quite different. 

“But as far as playing in the same league as him it 
will be fine but we are two very different players.” 
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Gas test awaits new гоуегптепі | Azarov plans tax cuts 


By Roman Kupchinsky 

(RFE/RL)— One of the first items on the agenda of 
Ukraine’s newly formed cabinet will be to address the 
unresolved question of future gas supplies from Rus- 
sia. 

The rise of Party of Regions head Viktor Yanukovych 
to the post of prime minister has led to speculation that 
the new Ukrainian political climate could result in Rus- 
sian concessions when gas negotiations resume. The 
Party of Regions is widely considered to be pro-Rus- 
sia, which in turn was seen as a Yanukovych supporter 
during his 2004 presidential run. 

In late May, Aleksandr Medvedev, a member of 
Gazprom’s management committee, was asked about 
possible increases in the price of gas Russia would 
charge Ukraine in the second half of 2006. 

Medvedev replied that, “according to our signed con- 
tract, the price was agreed upon for the first half year. 
This deadline is not far off and both sides will soon 
discuss the future price,” RIA Novosti reported on May 
26. 

Yet the July 1 deadline came and went without any 
negotiations and without a change in the price. 

Ukraine’s months-long political crisis may be one 
reason Russia opted to put the negotiations on hold. 

As the Party of the Regions gradually improved its 
position as the crisis dragged on, Moscow may have 
felt that it would not be prudent to demand higher gas 
prices, lest it stymie its reputed ally’s chances of tak- 
ing over the government. 

The composition of the new government in Kyiv will 
be a major factor in the upcoming gas negotiations with 
Moscow. 

Of Yanukovych’s four deputies in his new cabinet, 
Andriy Kluyev will be the one overseeing Ukraine’s 
fuel and energy sector. Kluyev is widely regarded as a 
competent specialist with vast experience in industry 
and government. He will be assisted in his work by 
Fuel and Energy Minister Yuriy Boyko, who headed 
Naftohaz Ukrayina during Leonid Kuchma’s presi- 
dency, and by Coal Industry Minister Serhiy Tulub. 

Boyko was questioned in 2005 over his alleged role 
in creating RosUkrEnergo, the murky middleman com- 
pany involved in delivering Turkmen gas to Ukraine. 
He is known as a professional in the gas industry and 
an experienced negotiator with Ukraine’s Russian and 
Turkmen suppliers. 

Tulub previously held the post of coal-industry min- 
ister in the government headed by then-Prime Minister 
Yushchenko during the second Kuchma administration. 
Tulub is not expected to play a role in the upcoming 
gas negotiations. 

The question of how much Ukraine will pay for fu- 
ture deliveries of Russian and Turkmen gas will hinge 
on a number of different factors: ; 

¢ Russia’s ability to export gas without harming do- 
mestic consumers. Russia is faced with rapidly rising 
domestic gas consumption and Gazprom has been con- 


sidering the possibility of decreasing gas exports to Eu- 
ropean markets in the future; 

¢ Gazprom is reportedly strapped for cash needed to 
increase production and for geological exploration, a 
situation that does not bode well for Ukrainian con- 
sumers; 

» The amount of gas Turkmenistan can export to 
Ukraine. Any decrease in volume that cannot be re- 
placed by other sources could have a disastrous impact 
on the new government and on Yanukovych’s pledge 
to raise the country’s GDP; 

° Ukraine’s ability to implement energy-conserva- 
tion projects, especially in the gas sector. The former 
head of Naftohaz Ukrayina during the Yuliya 
Tymoshenko government, Oleksandr Ivchenko, prom- 
ised to diversify suppliers and called for the construc- 
tion of a Liquid Natural Gas terminal on the Black Sea. 
It remains to be seen if the new energy team is willing 
to spend billions of dollars on such projects. 

Yanukovych’s record in managing energy policies 
during his term as prime minister during the Kuchma 
administration is neither terrible nor brilliant. 

The reason being that energy policy was decided by 
Naftohaz head Boyko and Kuchma, with Yanukovych 
apparently playing a peripheral role. 

Coming from Donetsk, Yanukovych was more in- 
volved in domestic coking coal policy than in gas. The 
Donbas region of Ukraine has been far more. depen- 
dent on its native coal for its wealth than on imported 
gas. 

Moreover, during his former stint as prime minister 
Yanukovych was seen to be obedient to Kuchma, and 
never agreed to the gas-pipeline consortium the Rus- 
sians so desperately sought. 

For years Gazprom strove to get the Ukrainian gov- 
ernment to agree to an “international” consortium (in 
which Russia would play a very significant role) to man- 
age the main gas trunk line traveling to Europe via 
Ukraine. And for years the Ukrainians, even those 
thought to have “pro-Russian” leanings, managed to 
delay and obfuscate the issue. 

Will the Yanukovych government continue the en- 
ergy policies of the Kuchma government? This is not 
as absurd as it might seem, considering that neither the 
governments of Tymoshenko nor her successor Yuriy 
Yekhanuroy remained in office long enough to formu- 


-late a gas policy. Thus, the only precedent is the old 


Kuchma-Boyko one. 

The question thus remains: Will Moscow continue 
to tolerate the Kuchma strategy of Kyiv paying lip ser- 
vice to Moscow while doing what it deems in its own 
interests, or will Moscow demand a higher degree of 
subservience from Yanukovych in return for its past 
support and a possible discount on gas prices? 


Ukraine may seek new duties to join WTO 


Ukrainian Journal) — Ukraine may seek to renegoti- 
ate some of its import/export duties that may delay for 
about a year the country’s accession to the World Trade 
Organization, Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych sug- 
gested Aug. 8. 

Ukraine planned to join the WTO by the end of 2006, 
but Yanukovych argued domestic businesses had ap- 
parently needed better protection by higher duties, 
which could further delay the talks into 2007. 

“There are some painful issues for our businesses 
and there is an opportunity to make deals with our part- 
ners while signing agreement to join the WTO,” 
Yanukovych said addressing the staff of the Foreign 
Ministry. “We have to settle these issues in 2007 if we 
have no time to do it in 2006.” 

The Regions Party agreed to support Ukraine’s ac- 
cession to the WTO by the end of 2006 when 
Yanukovych had signed a pact with President Viktor 
Yushchenko and other parties to form a coalition gov- 
ernment. 

Any delay of the accession would lead to a clash 
between Yushchenko, who pushes for the fast acces- 
sion, and Yanukovych. The development may force Our 
Ukraine, Yushchenko’s party, to quit the government. 

making it less stable. It would also delay foreign direct 
investment and worsen the country’s international im- 
age, analysts said. 

But Boris Tarasiuk, the Foreign Minister and a senior 
member of Our Ukraine, said later in the day that Ukraine 
has been still committed to join the WTO in 2006. 

“Don’t hurry up to make your conclusions,” Tarasiuk 
told 1+1 television later Aug. 8. “I haven’t noticed any 
change in the position of the prime minister. Also, there 
is an agreement among all parties that had signed the 
pact to join the WTO in 2006.” 

All key negotiations over Ukraine’s accession to the 


WTO have been handled in 2005 by the government 
of Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko and earlier this 
year by the government of Prime Minister Yuriy 
Yekhanurov. 

The Regions Party, which is backed by some of the 
country’s wealthiest steel barons, has been until recently 
criticizing the accession as too quick. 

Other senior party members, such as Mykola Azarov, 
are known to support higher import duties to make life 
easier for some domestic companies facing greater com- 
petition after Ukraine joins the WTO. 

Ukraine completed its bilateral talks with WTO mem- 
ber states and is completely ready to join the trade body. 
However, approval of several laws, such as reducing 
the duty on exports of scrap ferrous metal, which is 
used in production of steel, is yet to be approved by 
Parliament. 

Ukraine needs to join the WTO before it can start 
talks with the European Union over signing a free trade 
agreement between the two, Yushchenko’s major policy 
goal. This would bode well for Yushchenko’s plans for 
Ukraine’s joining the EU within the next 10 years. 

Meanwhile, Russia has been vehemently opposing 
Ukraine’s fast accession to the WTO amid fears that 
Ukraine could block Russia’s own accession to the or- 
ganization. 

Russia has been persistently calling on Ukraine to 
join the WTO at the same time, a policy that had until 
the previous week been shared by the Yanukovych 
party. 

“Tf the government's position is reconsidered towards 
higher or lower duties that may freeze the accession,” 
Oleksandr Zholud, an analyst with the International 
Center for Prospective Studies, said. The government’s 
plans to renegotiate the duties may signal an attempt 
“to coordinate the accession with Russia.” 


to boost growth 


(Ukrainian Journal)—Mykola Azarov, Ukraine’s new economic tsar, 
vowed to cut corporate taxes and implement other incentives for busi- 
nesses in order to boost the country’s economic growth rate into double 
digits. 

Azarov, who was on Aug. 4 appointed as the first deputy prime minister 
in charge of economic policy and the finance minister, said the tax cuts 
will be implemented in 2008. 

“The new government will start in 2007 to prepare a new tax reform,” 
Azarov said in comments posted on the website of his political party, the 
Regions Party. “I think 2008 will be the year for a real tax reduction... 
These reforms will take three to four years.” 

The plans to cut corporate taxes to 20% from 25% and the value added 
tax to 18% from 20% represent a key economic policy issue of the Re- 
gions Party, the leading force in the government of Prime Minister Viktor 
Yanukovych. 

The party is backed by some of the country’s wealthiest businessmen, 
including Rinat Akhmetov, the owner of Ukraine’s biggest privately held 
company, Metinvest, estimated to be worth up to $15 billion. The com- 
pany, involved in coal mining and steel production, had been preparing 
for an IPO. 

“We will create the best possible conditions for investments and busi- 
nesses,” Azarov said. “We plan to achieve annual growth in gross domes- 
tic product of at least 10-15%.” 

The plan to boost the growth come as the economy has been already 
accelerating in June led by stronger demand for steel, Ukraine’s main ex- 
ports commodity. 

Ukraine’s economy expanded 9.3% on the year in June, the strongest 
economic growth over the past 18 months, helped by growing external 
demand for steel. 

The economy expanded 5% on the year in January-June, accelerating 
from 4% growth in January-May, 2.7% in January-April and 2.2% in Janu- 
ary-March, according to the government. 

Azarov was mostly responsible for Ukraine’s economic policy in 2002- 
2004, when Ukraine’s economy had posted growth rates of up to 12%, 
driven by booming exports of products like steel and chemicals. 

However, the growth slowed down to 2.6% in 2005 after world steel 
prices had fallen more than 30% and the government of then Prime Min- 
ister Yulia Tymoshenko had worsened investment climate by pushing for 
large-scale re-privatization. 

“Azarov’s appointment... suggests that he will be the economics heavy- 
weight in the cabinet,” Timothy Ash, an analyst with Bear Stearns Inter- 
national in London, said. “He has significant experience in this area... He 
is very opinionated, and ‘interventionist’ by instinct.” 

Azarov has been recently calling for the National Bank of Ukraine to 
work to support the economy and ensure that Ukraine runs a current ac- 
count surplus, but he also indicated the importance of ensuring a stable 
exchange rate. 

“Azarov suggests he hopes to ‘influence’ the NBU, which is obviously 
worrying in terms of central bank independence,” Ash said. 
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Business Briefs 


Economy exceeds expectations 

(Ukrainian Journal)— Ukraine’s economy will probably expand twice as 
fast as has been earlier expected in 2006 as the government keeps budget 
deficit under control and consumer inflation in check, the International 
Monetary Fund said July 31. The IMF said Ukraine’s economy will prob- 
ably expand 5% on the year, up from the previously forecast 2.3%, and 
will probably continue to accelerate next year. 


Hryvnia stablility expected 

(Ukrainian Journal) — Most Uksainian enterprises expect the hryvnia ex- 
change rate to the U.S. dollar to remain stable, according to a posting on 
the official Web site of the National Bank of Ukraine (NBU). The NBU 
Council expects the average annual exchange rate in 2006 to range be- 
tween UAH 5.00 and UAH 5.20 per dollar. Under the draft key principles 
of Ukraine’s monetary policy for 2007, next year the rate is expected to 
vary between UAH 4.95 to UAH 5.25 per dollar. 


Consumer confidence falis 

(Ukrainian Journal)— Ukraine’s consumer confidence fell dramatically in 
June underscoring reluctance to spend amid continued political crisis as 
parties have been unsuccessfully trying to form the government since the 
March 26 election. The Consumer Confidence Index, or CCI, fell 12.2 
points to 84.9 in June from May, the lowest value over the past five years, 
the International Center of Policy Studies reported Aug. 2. 


Budget deficit widens 

(Ukrainian Journal)—The deficit of the national budget of Ukraine grew 
to UAH 3.1 billion (1.5% of GDP) by July, while by June, the figure was 
UAH 1.5 billion, says the Economy Ministry.“Compared with May, in 
June expenses of the national budget exceeded revenues by UAH 1.6 bil- 
lion, affecting the deficit figure, while grew to UAH 3.1 billion in the first 
half of the year, including growth in the deficit of the accumulated fund of 
the national budget to UAH 5.1 billion against UAH 9.2 billion planned 
for January-June,” reads the ministry report referring to the State Trea- 
sury of Ukraine. 


Trade deficit widens 


(Ukrainian Journal) — Ukraine’s deficit in trade with goods апа commodi- 
ties widened to $2.9 billion in January-June compared with a surplus of 
$397 million the same period last year, the State Statistics Committee 
reported Aug. 8. The figures underscore rising prices of energy resources, 
including a 90% hike in the price of natural gas earlier this year that dra- 
matically increased the country’s imports bill. 


Off shore gas deposit tapped 

(Ukrainian Journal)—Ukraine’s third largest oil and gas company, 
ChornomorNaftoGaz, has successfully transported its floating drilling rig 
to the site of a big off-shore natural gas deposit near Odesa, the company 
reported, Aug. 2. The transportation of Tavrida rig comes in line with 
schedule as the company seeks to tap the deposit estimated to contain up 
to 18 billion cubic meters of natural gas worth an estimated $1.8 billion. 


PPF to expand in Ukraine 

(Ukrainian Journal)—Czech financial holding PPF Group is acquiring 
through its Home Credit Group Kyiv-based Privat Credit, a provider of 
consumer loans under the trademark Prosto Credit. The value of the deal 
was not disclosed. It is the latest in a serious of acquisition of Ukrainian 
financial institutions by their Western banks and financial companies. 
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Montreal-Kyiv 
student exchange concluded 


By Adriana Luhovy 

The first major, Canada-Ukraine 
high school student exchange pro- 
gram in Quebec between Royal 
West Academy (RWA) in Montreal 
and Kyiv\ Mohyla Collegium in 
Kyiv, has\drawn to a successful 
close this summer. 

The program took two years to be 
organized with a classroom of stu- 
dents from Ukraine first visiting 
Canada. 

Among the major highlights for 
the Kyiv group, was the signing of 
the golden book of honor at the 
Montreal City Hall last fall, orga- 
nized on behalf of Montreal Mayor 
Gerald Tremblay by Oksana 
Kaluzny attorney and councilor for 
LaSalle and a visit to Ottawa and 
Quebec City. The two week stay in 
Canada was entirely financed by 
fundraising organized by the RWA 
parents and students with support 
generated from the Termerty Foun- 
dation in Toronto, the Canada 
Ukraine Foundation in Winnipeg, 
the Ukrainian Professional and 


Business Association of Calgary, the 
Ukrainian National Association and 
numerous Montreal Ukrainian orga- 
nizations. 

Regarding the exchange, Mary 
Reynolds, principal of Royal West 
Academy stated, “this international 
students exchange... has been an un- 
qualified success”, and “exchanges 
such as this one certainly serve the 
purposes of education vastly more 
than sitting in a classroom learning 
about the world from a book.” 

This summer, the students and 
teachers of RWA visited Ukraine for 
the first time with a two-week pro- 
gram organized by Kyiv Mohyla 
Collegium, reciprocating the hospi- 
tality given by the Canadian fami- 
lies at Royal West Academy. “Had 
it not been for this wonderful ex- 
change, I doubt these gifted students 
would have ever considered visiting 
Ukraine”, stated RWA teacher Vic- 
tor Zwetkow, “it has undoubtedly, 
opened up in them a whole new 
awareness of Europe.” In Kyiv, the 
students visited major historic sites 
including the Chornobyl Museum. 
A side trip to Chernihiv and to Lviv 
was organized, the latter being fi- 
nanced with a much-appreciated 
grant given to the Collegium by 
Mykola Plawiuk of the Olzhych 
Foundation in Ukraine. 

To prepare themselves for leav- 
ing to Ukraine, the RWA students 
took Ukrainian language lessons of- 
fered at the school and organized a 


Ukraine Cultural Day prior to Іеау- 
ing for Kyiv, in which all exchange 
students organized special presen- 
tations on some aspect of Ukrainian 
culture, history, and politics that they 
themselves had to research. A book 
display on Ukraine and Ukrainiahs, 
a Montreal Ukrainian dance group 
performance headed by Bohdan 
Klemchuk, singing by talented Olha 
Zelman and a Ukrainian food buf- 
fet, all added to the student and par- 
ent awareness of Ukrainian culture. 
RWA teacher Sidney Westlake has 
spearheaded a student-exchange 
program for over ten years, each 
time choosing a different country for 
her classroom. She was assisted by 
teachers Doug Floen, Victor 
Zwetkow and former RWA parent 
Zorianna Hrycenko-Luhova. Re- 
garding the recent exchange to 
Ukraine she remarked, “a good time 
was had by all, the people are so 
welcoming and the hospitality was 
overwhelming! What an opportunity 
to see a country that will soon be 
developed beyond recognition!”. 
The program co-ordinator in Kyiv 
was Tymor Oratovskyy, vice prin- 
cipal of Kyiv Mohyla Collegium, 
assisted by teachers Olena 
Bohdanova and Olena Tarasova. 
Experiencing each others culture 
and being able to stay two weeks in 
each others homes has created a 
bond and friendships for the 50 stu- 
dents and teachers of Canada and 
Ukraine that will last forever. 


Vitrenko decries“betrayal 
Orthodox-Slavic civilization” 


(RFE/RL) —Nataliya Vitrenko, leader of the Progressive Socialist Party, 
told journalists in Kyiv on Aug. 8 that the declaration of national unity 
signed the previous week has obliged its signatories to implement the 
pro-NATO and pro-Western political course of President Viktor 
Yushchenko, UNIAN reported. 

Vitrenko said the signed document is tantamount to “an act of betrayal 
of the Orthodox-Slavic civilization.” 

According to Vitrenko, even though the declaration of national unity is 
an unconstitutional document, it has “tied the hands” of the Party of Re- 
gions, the Socialist Party, and the Communist Party, which now must do 
what President Yushchenko wants them to do. 

Vitrenko added that by signing this document, the Party of Regions, the 
Socialist Party, and the Communist Party have betrayed their electorates. 
EE 


Russia blames Ukraine rocket for crash 


(RFE/RL)—Russia’s space agency has blamed the crash of a rocket carry- 
ing one Russian and 17 foreign satellites on a malfunction of the Ukrainian- 
built booster rocket. The Dnepr rocket, named after a river crossing Ukraine, 
failed on July 27, shortly after takeoff, and was later found some 150 kilo- 
meters from the launch site at Russia’s Baikonur Cosmodrome in Kazakhstan. 
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Lossovskyi bid farewell 


Thor Lossovskyi, Consul General of Ukraine to Toronto was bid farewell at a dinner organized by the Ukrai- 

nian Canadian Congress — Toronto Branch, and its constituent organizations, July 26. During the event he 

was presented with a pointing by artist Halyna Novakivska. Left to Right: Renata Romanchukevych (UCC, VC 

of Special Event Committee); Olya Kalymon (UCC, VC of Public Relations Committee); Ludmyla Romanyuk 

i wife о а General of Ukraine in Toronto); Ihor Lossovskyi, Halyna Novakivska; Markian Shwec (UCC 
resident). 


